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PART OSS: MORAL A HD RELIGIOUS BPPPiCTS OF THE WAR . 

I* Good Effects 

(1) The ohallenge of war has produced a deeper 
spirit of unselfishness, generosity, oonse- 
oration, and eelf-saorifice. 

(8) Participation in war has orested in many a 

▼ltal, living faith in Ood, and for others has 
intensified the reality of the Christian ex¬ 
perience. 

(S) The war has increased Christian unity and 
vitality in the ohurohes. 

(4) The Allies have held baok an aut^ooratio 
militarism. 


II. 



Bril Bffoots. 

(1) The war has revived primitive and barbarous 
passions, and has tended to destroy the 
sanctity of human life, 

(8) It has increased vioe, 

(3) It has made the doctrine of Military Heoeesity 
the highest law of oonduot, and has tended to 
dim moral perosption* 

(4) It has tended to destroy freedom of belief 
and action. 

(B) It has - pro d uc e d a- feeling of national self- 
righteousness. 

(€} It has tended to destroy faith - in ideals, 
in man, in Ood. 
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PART T170: THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

X. Jesus and the War of thg Croce* 

(1) The Environment of Jesus. 

(a) Roman Rule of Palestine* 

(to) The Meeaianie Hope. 

(S) The Mission of Jesus. 

(a) The Revelation of God. 

(b) The Inauguration of the Kingdom of God. 
(e) The Revelation of the reality o^aad the 

relempt 1 on ^re BTein . 

(i) The Method of Jesus. 

(a) Methods He Peolined. 

(b) The Cross. 


XI* The Individual and the Say of the Cross. 

(1) The supremacy of the Cross. 

(9) She Practicability of the cross. 

XXX. The Chur oh and the Way of the Cross. 

(1) Mistakee of the Churoh. 

(8) A Positive Message. 

(a) Refuse to sanction any method that 
violates the vmy of the Cross. 

(b) Adopt and follow an active, heroic, and 
saorifleial principle of redeeming love. 

(e) Have faith. 
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That Milch is contained herein ie the outgrowth of 
the writer 1 a personal experience, observation and reflection 
in France, England, Scotland and Wales during eight months of 
the Great War* It has been hie rare privilege to be a guest 
in the homes of professors, clergymen, missionaries and editors, 
and to reoslve the benefit of their Impressions regarding the 
war. He has also had the opportunity of discussing this 
question with Christian leaders from such distant fields as 
China ana India, Australia and south Africa - chaplains, Y. M* 

C. A. secretaries. Bed Cross workers - who have given up for 
the time being their voeatlons in theeo lands in order to 
partieipate in some phase of war service. He has listened to 
expressions of opinion from persons of widely differing stations 
in sooiety: bankers and dock workers, oollere students end 
hotel porters, Christian mothers and unfortunate girls of the 
street. He has had an opportunity to read the utterances of 
various clergymen, educators, labor leaders and politicians: 
pacifists, militarists and otherwise. 

Hot least of his privileges has bean the opportunity 
of visiting scores of ^military and naval training camps, 
hospital b and convalescent wards, and of talking with hundreds 
of men from every branch of the service - infantry, cavalry, 
machine guns, heavy artillery, flying corps, army service corps, 
torpedo destroyers and battleships; many of whom have seen 
months of service in Flanders, France, Egypt, Gallipoli, 
Mesopotamia and Bast Africa. 

The convictions expressed herein are the result of 
much reflection during these months of opportunity and crisis,, 
and represent an almost complete change of ettituds with regard # 

to the ethics of war, and are set forth here as an effort to 
stimulate others to serious thought upon this important subject, 
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EART Qgg; MORAL AMD RELIGIOUS SFIBCTS OF THE WAS. 

Hot within this present century will it he fully known 
how vast are the changes being wrought by the Great War* Today 
we stand too near this gigantic struggle to appreciate all that 
is involved* Shat it is shaking the very foundations of much 
that wo hold valuable is olear to all, hut What the ultimate 
effects are to he none can tell save the historian of another 
century* 

Recognizing our utter inability to deal comprehensively 
with the vast ranges of this question, we shall confine our* 
selves to certain observations with reference to the immediate 
moral and religious effects of the war* As important as they 
arc, we Shall not attempt, in this discussion, to deal with 
the eoonomlo or political results of the present conflict* 

I* Good Effects . 

(1) Undoubtedly, th e challenge of war has produced 
a new spirit of unselfishness, ys roslty. consec ration and eelf- 
sacrifice on the part of thousands of roep end, women. It is to 
be doubted whether in all history there has been a more magnif¬ 
icent display of this spirit by such large numbers of people 
in the present hour of conflict. Countless numbers of 
young men at the call of country have gladly given up their 
all * position, prospect, hone, loved ones - in their eager¬ 
ness to serve King and Country. Older men have willingly given 
material possessions and only eons as their contribution to the 
Gosnon oause. We found a dock worker, aged 67, who had one son 
in the army in India, one In Egypt, three in France and one 
l y in g wounded in the hospital, and who had Just lost his wife, 
whose death was hastened by worry over her boys. There the 
old man was, all alone, earning his few shillings a day, but 
he told us with a smile that he was glad "to do his bit". The 
spirit of this old man is characteristic of the attitude of 
great masses of men today. 
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fforde fail us when we attempt to describe the aacri- 
fioial apirit that baa prompted mothers and wives to urge their 
eona and husbands to answer the call of duty, knowing full well 
that it night mean years of bereavement and loneliness, ffs have 
been filled with awe and emotion ao we have watohed farewell 
scenes at the railway stations. Bara ia a member of the Boyal 
Flying Corps just off for the front; hie wife la bidding him 
good-bye with a wile, as she holde the baby eloae to her heart. 
Hot a tear nor a sign of grief, although their hearta must be 
aching and nearly breaking. It may ba that she will go through 
lift a lonely widow and that the little baby will never knew a 
father's love and care. And yet by hundreds of thousands they 

are gladly, if sadly, giving husbande and eona for the cake of 
country and humanity. 

When we were in the home of a v/ell known missionary 
fram India, whose only son was a young officer in charge of a 
machine gun squad on the Somme, the boy'a mother quietly 
remarked: "We had planned that he should return to India after 
Qrford, but we believe that he is bast earring God by being at 
the front, and we are happy that he has responded to the call.” 

We spent some weeks in touring the military camps with the 
principal of one of the Christian colleges in China. Likewise, 
hla only eon was at the front. One oould not hut be moved with 
deep emotion at the heroic spirit shown by thia boy* a mother. 
These mothers and wives are wonderful, wonderful] 

than they are ao willing to give their deareat ones, 
naturally they do not hesitate to give themselves. And eo wa 
find them doing every kind of work in every conceivable place. 

As near to the firing line aa possible, they go to minister 
to the wounded and dying. "Qod bless you, nurse" has been the 
feeble whisper of many dying lads. Gipsy Smith tone of having 
seen titled ladies, in rubber boots, plodding about the camps 
near the front, with the and half way to their knees, seeking 
to serve the men in khaki. In countless ways, these noble women 
ere quietly and humbly giving themselves for the boys at the 



















- »rrtng food «d r.fr.ehaent. .t th. „.t hut., writing 
to ho. folk., oheerlng th. lonely „ a h.lplng th . 

tempted. 


Sot only at th. front, hut in .Tory walk of Ilf., th. 
™.n are eheerfUlly hearing th. beery burden. o.on.ien .4 by 
th. abaene, of th. men. In faotorl.a ut .hop., io railway 
eta uu I la, in field. and straate - everywhere, by 

th.ir faithful..,, .ffioi.noy, they ar. aetonlehlng th. 

W ° tMk 1 * t0 ° *n»Me. dlffloult or monotonoun If by 

naana of it they can eorre th. ooaaon oauee. it 1 . slM8t 

iapoMibl. to exaggerate An epeaking of th. wonderful 

barolw and Soundl... o.lf-sacriflo. ahown by th. womanhood 
of the belligerent nations. 


T ® * hich thonsande of men hairs freely gives 

th.ir liv.a on thob.ttl.fi.Xd for th.ir comrade. i. beyond 

•11 praiee. Ageh and again men hare gone to o.rtain death 
at th. litee of other, might be oared. Out of all th. oount 
l... number of euoh mm., we Motion three ae being typio.1 
of the aplrit ehown hy the men at the front. 


Ihe firet ie the atory of Captain B. 0. Chara.ee, eon 
of irh >p Of lirorpool. Utterly regard lee . Of th. hoary 

ftre, fuelled aoroas the open and began to dr... the Muaded. 
hl * ” ,tn *" undoubtedly prer.ntlng many of them blooding to 
** ***** doing thia dnag.roue work ho waa wounded in the 

•U. hy a .hall eplint.r. Thia Injur, h. .u.fined while 
o«*7ing an urgent .... into aafety. Aft.rrarda at night h. 
took up a part, of twenty rolunteere. r.e.u.d thro, wound.d 
non a a ah.ll hoi. only twenty-fir. yard, from th. eMmy'. 
trench, hurled the bodies of two officer., and oolleoted m«, 
identification diw. - and th... thing, h. did although he wa. 
ire 3 on by maohin. gun. and bomba. Ue.ld.e th.ae act. Charane. 

iTtlrJZl *“ r ° h,a for «» the ground in front 

of th. oneay'a line,. In all h. saved th. Urea af twenty 

wounded men. apart from the ordinary «... whish pesa.d through 

hi. hMd.j and hi. courage and ..If-Marifi.. w.r. beyond praise. 

















Sapper Sin. Haokett afforded another glorious example 
of self-eaorifice. The explosion of an sassy's «■<«** entombed 
him and four others in e gallery. For twenty hours these five 
prisoners, battling with sliding earth, menaced by a horrible 
death, worked to free themselves, and at the end of that long 
period they had succeeded in making a hole through the fallen 
earth and broken timber and had ths joy of meeting the outside 
party and seeing salvation just at hand. Haokstt helped three of 
his fellow-prisoners through the hols. He could easily have 
followed and seonred his own safety; but the fourth men had been 
seriously injured and the gallant sapper refused to leave him. 

"I'm a tunneller", he said, "I must look after the others first." 
The hole was getting smaller, the peril was growing, yet the 
sapper resolutely refused to leave his Injured comrade - then 
the gallery collapsed and the two were again burled alive. For 
four days the rescue party worked desperately in their attempt 
to reach the two men; but they failed. It is hard to find words 
that adequately expression appreciation of such an act of 
courage and self-sacrifice. Sapper Backett, well knowing the 
nature of the sliding earth, the chances against him, deliberately 
gave his lifs for his comrade. 

Lieutenant George 2 . Cates was engaged with some other 
men in deepening a captured trench, when with his spade, he struck 
a buried boob. The bomb immediately began to burn, whereupon 
Cates, with the noble purpose of saving the lives of hie comrades, 
unhesitatingly placed his foot on the bomb. There was an almost 
instant explosion, and Cates was killed; but his swift decision 
and resolute courage saved the lives of the others. 

Luring these months, multitudes of men women have 
risen above self-seeking and have given all they have and are 
for the sake of others. They have learned to follow an ideal 
without regard to personal discomfort or loss, to live or die 
that the world may bo made a better place in which to dwell, 
and to eave their children from the oppression of militarism 
end the horrors of war. That this spirit of self-sacrifice 
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and loyalty to an Ideal es abroad In the land ie one of the 
raoet el gulf leant features of the war. Its effects upon 
posterity cannot be measured* 

(£) This war has create<5 in aany a vital, living faith 
In God and has tended to intensify the reality ef the Christian 
experience for ethsra. This la what we night naturally expect. 
History bears testimony to the fact that any great upheaval or 
disaster - anything that ehakee men out of the conventional 
routine, that brings new and terrifying experiences, that causes 
men to realise their utter helplessness la the faee of over¬ 
whelming danger: whether it be famine, pestilence, earthquake t 
shipwreck or mr - la accompanied by a revival of natural religion 
of greater or lesBer Intensity* By natural religion we moan an 
instinctive turning to a higher power In time of peril and 
crying eat to this power for deliverance. In the midst of the 
charge, in the face ef the murderous fire ef the enemy’s guns, 
when op :osed by liquid-fire and poison-gas, with comrades falling 
to the right and left; and when oppressed by the feeling that 
one’s last moment haa come, man's natural, instinctive and 
rational reaction ie to call upon a power higher than himself* 

The battle front has been the scene of many prayers uttered by 
lips unaocumetomod to eall upon Cod in calmer and leas dangerous 
momenta* 

Out of this experience haa come a multitude ef fatal¬ 
ists - men who axe absolutely certain that they will not go 
until the particular bullet or piece ef shrapnel that is in¬ 
tended for them comes over, and when it does oorae nothing can 
save them. "As far back as August 1916 the inventor of a 
•special charm for soldiers* Informed the Times that he had 
sold one million and a quarter of these since the war broke 
out, and gave the public the benefit ef this letter, received 
with five signatures from the front: *i?e have been oat here for 
five months fighting In the trenches, and have not had a 
scratch. We put eur good fortune down to your lucky charm, which 
we treasure highly.’" - j^il 
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The very presence of death in the midet of than is 
making men think upon the question of immortality, When a 
nan* 8 friends by the score are daily passing on into the Creat 
Beyond, and when he knows that his own time may come at any 
moment, inevitably he begins to reflect upon the future life. 

While the instinctive turning to Cod in tine of peril, 
the feeling of confidence that one will not be killer: until his 
time has oane, and the meditation upon the future life, do not 
in most oases constitute a real Christian experience, they do 
tend to make men more susceptible to the Christian message. In 
theological terms, if these men are not *saved", they are at 
least "saleable". If the Church only rises to her oppor¬ 
tunity, multitudes of these men may be led into a vital 
Christian experlenee. 

But me can go further and say that many men have 
actually found God in the trenches. Scores of men have told us 
that this mas their experience. One man who had won the his* 
tingulshed Conduct Medal, the Military Modal, and the Russian 
Order of St, George, told us that when he hoard his dying 
sovpenloa cry out "My Godl", ho was so sobered and impressed 
that it was the means of his finding God, Vlth many men this 
faith in God remains as a permanent reality long after the 
battle is over and undoubtedly has completely changed the lives 
of many of them. 

More than this, hundreds of men Who were Christians 
before the war have, by the terrible experiences undergone, had 
their faith in God wonderfully strengthened and deeply in¬ 
tensified. As they have seen their comrades overcome not only 
by the enemy's fire but by the fierce onslaught of temptation 
and oin, they have been made to realise their utter dependence 
upon the Almighty God, As the conventional props of morality 
have fallen one by one, they liave learned that safety comes 
only by leaning on the Everlasting Anas, 

While we do not believe it oan be said that there has 
been a revival of the Christian religion at the front, we are 









quit© certti n that many men have found God out there and that 
still offaere have had their Christian faith and. experience 
deepened and made more real* Surely this is one of the good 
results of the war* 

(8) She ear hae ten ded to increase Christ ian unity 
end vitality in the churches. While, of course. It oannot be 
held that It has produced a feeling of unity aaong the churches 
« the opposing Sides of this oonfliot, it is certainly bringing 
the churches within the separate nations closer together* The 
various sections within the Anglican Church, the different 
d en omi na tions of Hon-Conforalty, and even the iTtimnn Catholics 
have come to feel that the differences between the churches are 
not the fundamentals of Christianity, but rather that the essence 
ef Christianity consists ef those doctrines upon which there is 
general unanimity of. belief* Consequently, those la less ten¬ 
dency to emphasise differences and more eagerness to stress 
fu n da me ntals upon which there is general agreement* The follow¬ 
ing observation by an Irish officer bears witness to this fact: 
"My b&tdllion la composed of North ef Ireland men, all Protest¬ 
ants and practically all farm labourers* The men have set aside 
greatly their ohuroh conventions and are broader minded than in 
pre-war days and are now on a feeling ef good fellowship with 
SoutherwHooan Catholics, a thing undreamt ef before the war* 

They judge a man not by his outward religion but by his conduct 
and his comrades and his conduct in nation." 

There is a new bond of sympathy among the churches in 
the Allied countries, a notable example of which m ay he found 
in the changed attitudes toward eaoh other ef the Anglican church 
end the Creek Orthodox Church of Russia* Just how eignlfleant 
Is this changed relationship remains to be seen, but that some 
good will come from it can hardly bi questioned* 

The realization that a divided and crippled Church 
oannot conquer the forces of evil has been a powerful stimulus 
to unity of action* In the midst ef such a fuxy ef human Bin, 
it is becoming apparent that even a waited Church is going to 














have a terrific struggle before she wine over the forces of 
darkness. 2t is being realize^that the religion of convention” 
ality and good font does not appeal to the soldier. A more vital 
and heart-searching message is demanded* The Christian Church 
Is in the fiery furnace* Uuch that is dross is being destroyed* 
Just What effect the refiner’s fire will have upon the Church 
cannot yet be determined, but there is some ground for hope* 

Hot organic unity but a unity of spirit and purpose seems to be 
ccaaing out of the experiencee of those months. 

(4) large numbers of men believe that the most ben¬ 
eficial result of the war will be a negative one, viz., the holding 
bach of an autooratio militarism and the preservation of human 
freedom. In the minds of those ef us who hold the Ideals for 
which the Allies are fighting, a viotory by the Central Powers 
would mean the destruction of muoh that we hold valuable. Proa 
the standpoint ef morals and religion — which is our only concern 
in this particular discussion - it cannot ho denied that world 
domination by a militaristic autocracy would be most deadening 
and demoralising. To us it appears that life under those con¬ 
ditions would lose much ef its attractiveness. There have been 
times when people submitted to bondage and accepted the code of 
morals and the kind of religion that was superimposed upon theai 
by military dictators. That day has gone. We insist on follow¬ 
ing our own standard of morals and our own Interpretation of 
religion. 

If a victory for the Allies stems the tide of militarism 
sad autocracy and tends to promote freedom of belief and con¬ 
duct, Who shall say that it is not worth all that it has cost 
in treasure and human life? 














- 12 - 

We wish it were not necessary to mention, this side ©f 
the «er. We would like to he able to sap that all of its effects 

I 

are splitting, purifying and ennobling. Oar natural inclination 
is to be optimistic and to lay emphasis upon the more ohoerful 
aspects of any situation, ana this desire is increased under the 
present eirouraetancee by our fear of increasing the sorrow in 
' the heart of any mother or wife, or of being understood as cast¬ 
ing reflections upon those brave men who have sacrificed, all for 
a noble cause. Truth, however, compels ns to set forth the bad 
side of war, as unpleasant as it may be. Our only purpose in 
the succeeding paragraphs is to give the actual facts as they 
have come wader our observation or within our knowledge. 

(1) Shis wax has brought a rev ival of p rimitive and 
barbarous pass lone - hatred, re taliation, crue lly, last - and 
has tended to destroy the sanctity of human life. It has 
torn away the thin veneer of civilization end has revealed the 
bestial and savage instincts in humanity that some of us fondly 
Imagined had long since been outgrown. , .. 3 

Hymns of bate have been &ug A wlth as deadly intent 
as the war song of any cannibal tribe, and our generation has 
witnessed deeds of barbarity not exceeded by head hunters In 
foreit jungles. Cruelty and lust have been allowed to go un¬ 
rest rained in all their naked fury. And because of increased 
knowledge and power, the combatants in this war have wrought 
havoc upon the enemy in a way that puts to shame the puny efforte 
of primitive people, inhere has there ever been a more wanton 
demolit on i n 1 1 SftiWft pMRPSSS SM nor a brutal orrroc on 

of human life than in the conquered territory of this war? 

Shat words can describe conditions in Belgium, northern France, 
Armenia, Poland, Serbia, Kouraania? Villages end towns have 
been pillaged and then burned to the ground, men have been 
horribly mutilated and left to die in agony, helpless women 
and girls have been subjected to brutalities and indecencies 
far more terrible than death. 
























If the facts w o fully knows, the folio -lag In¬ 
cidents could he multi lied a thoueand fold: ~?hen I «u last 

i • 

la Frame”, says Ir. &» J* Campbell, "sene of oar soldiers i»- 
formed me of finding ia certain bloody, filthy t*raeeic» trenches 
they had taken, no lese than 19 French end Belgian women and 
girls* Best of then were la a dying condition, sen had lost 
their reason."* *In me case**, writes J* H* Morgan, "the 
facts of shioh are prosed. by evidence which would satisfy say 
court of law, a young girl of 19 was violated by one officer 
while the other held the mother by the throat end pointed a 
revolvers after which the two officers exchanged their respect¬ 
ive rolls* 33ie public has been shocked by the evidence which 
tolls of such mutilations of inms sad children as only the Surds 
of Asia Minor had been thought capable of perpetrating*** 


truth compels as to admit, however, that ell the hatred 
end cruelty has not been confined to one act of combatants in 
this war. In the nature of the oaee, an invading army always 
wreaks more buildings, kills more civilians and rapes more women - 
their opportunity is infinitely greater. Such has undoubtedly 


seen true in the pr ese nt struggle* The Germans have I ntempe rably 

A 

b een the chief sinners and their conduct ic absolutely inex¬ 
cusable. But can anyone who has been associated with the soldiers 
of the other side and who is at all familiar with conditions in 
the Allied countrice fail to see that the spirit of revenge and 
cruelty is often present, however much reetrelnTra^y be shown due 
to lack of opportunity? 

Tobsbly no prieomers-of-war have been compelled to 
live in more unsanitary and horrible conditions and hews and 
gams more terrible suffering than have the Germans in certain 
prisons of the -Hie; countries* TBs truth of this ntat—emt 
will be verified when the facte in the case are more fully 
to the public, perhaps many yea re in the future. 

Again and again we haws beam told by Allied soldiers £ t 




that in their oo*.ponies it was quite clearly understood that 

4 In "With Our Troop© at the T rent", p. 2. 

_ J* J» Jgflaian*.niA fcrnaltisaS - JtS^ _ _ ... - _ 
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no German prisoners were to bo taken, that la the heat of bottle 
Ite only safe thing to do with a Qtaaa who wanted te surrender 
wee to run hin throu^i with the bayonet, thet dead Germane were 
far leee troublesome and dangerous than lire Cottr&b prisoners. 
One atatma -nt to this offset wee made by a y*>ua$* lieutenant while 
we were at the breakfast table ef hie uncle, a Major in the any 
und & Tory prominent Christian layman. He was net rebuked. 

Rf» t a Christian men. a water of a London 
volunteer base dsfwmaw reserve, related hie smricneee at a 
lecture on bombing given by ap E. o» 0* to their cospay: "Tho 
firet principle of ^boating party ie to take no prleosers. Tea 
4?e out to kill enl only to kill. If yes eee a wooded German, 

ly shoot you in the back.* 

i friend of the present writer, a nan giving full tine 


^U^K^rkiU him for ho 


Christian work with tbo sold lore, telle of being present at 
ii • looturo by a major to a squad ef recruits* the subject of the 


disen scion was bayonet work, and the following problon mm placed 
before the squad for solution: "Suppose in the thiek of battle 

•a enemy Mould fell Oosm at your feet and exy out. 'Save mo, 1 
have a wife and seven children', what sharia yen dor* After con¬ 
siderable discussion, the major himself gov* the oorreet eolation 
ef the problem; "Hun him through with your bayonet] if you don't 
he may haws seven mare children!” The major sas not s Gel 
officer. 


he world has been filled with ho rror at the thought of 
raids on open tonne end cities. A more dsmeble end 
devilish practice than dropping high explosives on Softools and 
churches, k i lling end m aiming helpless and innocent women awQ 
children, could hardly be ima gined. 2ho writer has witnessed 
three ;.enpslln raids and the tan largest two aeroplane raids 
on London at very close range, sad speaks from experience. It 
ie hellish business! 

But ftss tftle infernal practice of bombing the cities 
sf We eiiMji been confined to Gexaasy? In the Mmm m of cosMas, 
June D, 1917, Hr. 3ancr Law, ccokesacn for the British Her 












Cabinet, in referring to tho recent raid on v oiksotone, pointed 
out that "army place b in the occupation of at least equal import¬ 
ant* tea teen constantly boated* Zeebrugge alone bad been booted 

Aft 24 ***** ** lpril *** ow 7000 hmBba !•*■* tooppet*" 1 Again 

j cjk o p ea b ing In the House of cowanas, Hr* Honor Lav, on Aina 19th, 

^ as i d : "As X have already stated in anseer to a previous question, 

WfS' 


w 


x /V 


it would be a nietabe to ssmm ‘Hint air raiding in irrnflnH to 
the 




* 

\ 


1 




Consenting upon the British Offlolal Be port that the 
Boyal Barm Air Serriee ted boated Constantinople, the London 
Star, of July 11, 191?, ssya: "this lo only the last of a serins 
of daring air raids on the Turkish o&pital. Aa long ago as 
August 191b . an Allied fleet of aeroplanes flaw ever Constant¬ 
inople and dropped bonte on Galata, the suburb on the north side 
of the Golden Horn, destroying houses and causing hoary casual¬ 
ties* On >nmiy 1, 1916, it vae reported that a french ooro-^r 
plane had destroyed the Krupp Munition Factory in the Jteekeui 


quarter of Oonstantlnopl*, causing explosions and a destructive 
fire by which half of the Kc steal quarter was reduced to aches. 

In April 1916, a raid on Constantinople sue carried oat by three 
naval aeroplanes* Mate were dropped on the leitunllfc powder 
factory and tho aeroplane hangars* In Kerch of the present year 
detachments of Russian seeplnneo dropped 60 botes on the aqueduct 
which supplies c onstan t I nop le with eater* 1 * 

The nn—ml quo issued by the 7reach Ministry of Mr, 
on June SI, 1917, contains the following information; "Turing 
the period Awe 6-20 our air squadrons c&rrisa out mint ran n 
raids end bombarded, notably, the railway station of BMMderf, 
the factories of Hayenge, Joeuf, and M o y sur ge and of the sarre 
Talley, the railway station of Bethenirlllo, Chatelet-eur- 
Ketourne. Bethel, Healere«, end Charlevllle, Kolahola, bivouacs 

1 Xvcaing standard. Awe 5, 1917. 

* Daily Mail, June 19, 1917. 
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In the valley of the salppe, snanattlon domke la the re felon 
of Laon, etc* Thirtean thrreannd kilogrammes (18 tone) of bombs 
were dropped during these expeditions, which Inflicted important 
damage on the uiiewy e ft s bl l oh a e c nts ** * 

In the London “lose of July 10, 1917, we find this 
information: "Of the 64 aeroplanes Which took part in the noneh 
reprisal air raid on the night of July 6*7 only two failed to 
return to their base* Of the fear which had Heeea ae their 
object ire, one managed te eoaplete the whole journey, hut the 
other three ail had a most useful chare in the general object of 
the raid, the b o m b ardment of railway stations, munition factories, 
sad gun-amp la 8 emesis la and round Treves, Ooblasts and Ladwig- 
ahsfen** Sergeant Gallois, the hero of the Bssen expedition, faae 
been reeeeeaeaded for the Hllit&ry Groce.* Abowe Eesen be began 
eirollag round looking for the districts where the lights of 
workshops were densest on which to drop his boohs* Then he let 
drop his ten boobs, one after the other, at intervale of ten 
seconds, though he wee unable to wake cure of their offset owing 
to the glare from the factory chimneys** 

Concerning Italian operations in the air, the London 
Times of July SO, 1917, says: "In retaliation for the air raids 
by Austrians on A voice., an Italian squadron of 81 aeroplanes 
on the 16th bombarded enemy positions In Albania, while 16 
seaplanes dropped two tone of blph explosives ever r^uie, 
wrecking hangars, quays and other defensive works* -Three large 
machines shelled the o&ap at Beret, killing many of the troops 
end destroying stores and wer material* All the meebiaes returned 
safely.* Again, the dusdey fines of July 69th farther reports: 

On the evening of the 27th one of the Italian airships effectively 
boobed the railway between St* Lucia and Passe di ttodree, end 
the Opoina military works were damaged by our aeroplanes* This 
morning a large flight, with an escort of chasers, Mapped nearly 
three tons of high explosive on the electric power station at 
Idria end on hutments in Chi&povuna Valley*” 

* London Times, June 28, 1917; 
















><re tte Sngllah, French, Russian cat Italian aviators 
M essuiste in their bomb dropping that, frost a height of several 
thousand test, they never aim their target and aeeldently hit a 
school or ohuroh, hilling innocent w o men and children? 

we are not attempting to say that the war has revived 
these barbarous pensions in all eoldiere. we do not believe it 
bee. lor are ®c trying to show that both sides are equally 
guilty in these respects« *e do not believe they are. The 
statement which we believe oannot be denied, however, is that thin 
ear has been the oeo&elon for tho releasing of mach/hatred, 
retaliation, cruelty and lest on the part of large numbers of 
men on both sides of tbs line. Is it sot also trpe that nany 
nen - Gemans, TTrsimhneii. snglishncn, Hussions - have been guilty 
of note of cruelty and lust they would never have dreamed of 
performing under normal conditions? Has not war hsen the aeam 
ef tumlag quiet, peace-loving man • fron the various nations - 
Into voritable Inmas in hm fora, capable of any cruelty or 
atrocity? Is the doo trine of *frightfuliieo6" the o&uee of war, 
or is war the cause of wash "fflghtfulnsee”? Ie the German 
naturally cruel and vindictive, or does the very oresssrs of 
ear no be him so? "Hca aabsr what was said by an Englishman is 
hi oh oonan&nd in tine of peace and in cool blood, not in tine of 
war when rendered desperate, as perhaps the Germans sow are by 
the pr essur e of powerful enemies* Said lord Fisher in 1910, 'If 
I an in command when the war breaks out, 1 shall issue as ny orders: 

* The essence of war is violence. 

fcofloration in ear Is imbecility. 

Bit first, hit hard, and hit anyuherel 
* If you rub It in both at hone and abroad that you are reedy for 
fartmt ear with every unit of your strength in the first line. 

Mi intend to he first in sad hit your enemy in the belly and 
bleb him when he is down, cad boil his prlarnm in oil (if you 
take any!), end torture his woman end children, then peepls 
mil keep clear of yonij6 The speaker nay have had his tenges 
in his eheok, bat hs pats with grim humou r tho fast that mar 
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eenuot bs humanised, end that retaliation, doing tin T tmr to 
tin earner, or a bit nste, If yea can. it of the essence of 
both war and re or 1 b ala** 1 

'blitever else may be true or false, it cannot bo 
denied that tbs net hod of warfare does much to bring Into er- 
Breeeion nan's bestial past ions and to land bin to *wa»tp» m 
bets of violence and atrocity* 

Skis being so. It naturally follows that war tends to 
destroy the sanctity of htanen life* Its very nature nates this 
true, for its snryeoe is the destruction of the enemy. Military 
sueeeew is Measured by the anonst of damage inflicted. Sow can 
n nan keep hie revereaee for tenon life in the aide! of a modern 
battleT In proportion to the ability ef a po n -e o nfratant to 
draw a vivid natal picture of serfage ao it is now waged* will 
the difficulty of ans wering this question prose in upon hi«- 
Sven ooId type is able to speak with feeling when describing a 
battle like Tendon, the r.onrcie, foslores or kessines. 

"The Serna® le obviously turning on sore batteries* 
Huge bleak clouds shoot into the air fron various parts of the 
foreground, and slowly drift away aoross the hill-top* Suddenly 
there is e descending Shriek, drawn out for a second or sore, 
coning terrifying near; a crash far louder than the nearest 
thunder; e colossal thump to the earth which seems to move the 
whole world about an inch fron ita base; a swatter of flying 
bits and all easts of under-noises, s rustle of flying wood 
splinter, whir of fragments, soot ter of falling earth. Before 
It ie half finished another shriek exactly similar is coning 
through it* Another crash - apparently right mi the crown of 
your head, as if the roof booms of the sky had been burst in. 

You can just tear, through the crash, the shriek of a third 
and a fourth shell as they come tearing down the vault of heaven 


i 


quoted by Kev. Henry Uowtrey, in ^lieprisula”. p» 6 










crash, crash, Clouds of 6ms t are floating over you, A swifter 
**Uk and somethin- break* like a glass bottle in front of the 
Tjnr-.'st sendin* ite fr-gwen be elithcriar low overbade. It 
horatB like a rainstorm, shoot upon shoot, seaah. eaasfii, <*»**fr. 
*•* ^ soelo send them crashing In on a line south of the road • 
oi^.t heavy heavy shells at a time, minute after minute, followed 
n? by burst upon burst of shrapnel. Sow ho would ftlaee * oortein 
straight aoroee this valley or that, till the sky ^ad landscape 
wore blotted out, except far fleeting glimpses eoen as through 
a line of fog. Gas shell, muety with chi or of ora; sweet-scented 
Aoll that node your eyes ns with waters high bursting 
ahsttpnei with black moke and a vie lour high explosive rattle 
behind its heavy pellets; ugly grows bursts the color of a fat 
eilkwo**." 1 

A quotation from Philip Sibba, the noted war corres¬ 
pondent, leads vividness to the scene: "Horrible to the un¬ 
fortunate soldiers of the Genual a ray ie the devilish penihh- 
nent ini lie tec apon then during the pest tan days, oulai&ztisg 
on that day of battle when every weapon for the slaughter of 
® n » fro® the heaviest of high explosives to boiling oil uad g&a 
•hells, was let loose upon them in one great temptest of de struct- 
ien, which blew then eat of the earth, and friz sled then, and 
blinded them, and choked then, end na.tlls.ted the®, end made them 
mod," 

9t again* listen to fetid Samkey: "Ton she sit at 

h«e and read of glorious bayonet eharges 4e net realize whet 
it naans to the nan behind the bayonet. Ton don't realise the 
repugnance for the first thrust • a repugnaaoo which has got to 
he overcome. lot don't realise the change that comes over a 
men when hie bayonet is wet with the blood of hie first cneay. 

He 'sees red', fte primitive 'blood-lust*, kept under all his 
life by the laws and principles of peaceful society, surges 
through his being, transforming him, maddening him with the 
desire to kill, kill, killi Ask any one who h&e been through 
C* V, E, flown, "letters from Franco", 
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It if this is j»t true. And that lotting loose of a primitive 
lust Is aot going to bo without its effect on a man’s character.** 
?o round out tbs picture, so quote Che words of a young 
officers "It la hideously exasperating to bear people talking 
the glih common-places about the ear and distributing cheap 

a 

sympathy to Ite vie tine, eerh&pe you are tempted to give then 
a picture of a leprous earth, scattered with the swollen and 
blackening corpses of hundreds of young men. 3so appalling 
stench of rotting carrion mingled with the sickening smell of 
exploded lyddite and auBoa&l. Hud like ferriage, trenches like 
^>11w and sloping cracks in the porridge - porridge that stinks 
in the sun. Swarms of flics and bluebottles clustering os pits 
of offal, onndcd men lying in the ehell holes among the fie* 
oaying corpses: helpless under the ©c rohlnp sun and bitter 
nights, under reposted shelling* Men with bowels dropping out, 
lungs Act assy, with blinded, wnsihst faces, or links blent 
late spaas* Warn st r ea ming and gibbering. £*undsd man 
in agony cm the barbed wired, until a friendly spout of liquid 
firs shrivels then up like s fly la a ccndla. But these are 
only words* and nr stably only convey a fraction of their meaning 
to their hearer*. Chey shudder, and it la forgotten.”* 

This is war as It actually appears to the oo bataat. 
stripped of all Its guttering tinsel end martial music* -e 
say that war la bell because we have ns stronger word to makes 
use of* Mere words cannot describe it* Under such ex¬ 
tremely abnoraal conditions, men bee ora© ba.-dened and callous 
and it no longer seems sash an awful thing to kill a non. indeed, 
Ay gbculd it, whan it is for that vary purpose you are there! 

*• are not aching the statement that all men who par¬ 
ticipate In war lose their feeling of the sanctity of tarns 
life* Some men do. 

In *1 Student in s me (Second Series) p. 6i. 

The Ballon, June 23, 1917. 
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Thie in wfant one 


U) The i'*r has Increased Tice* 

would naturally eatpeot. How could it b« otherwise* with the 

revival of primitive passions and the breakdown of tfee fooling 

of reiifttee for kuui life* Crowd am together by thousands, 

direct their tine, energy and thought toward the art of destruction, 
tbs 

rwuvi all^ refining influences of hone and society* sad inevitably 
there ie an appalling lapse into the grosser sins. 

Zt le not enough to say that this condition^ misted in 
tine of peace* that we simply notice It more because It Is eon* 
centrated. It is to he doubted whether very many nea are living 

a cleaner moral life than they were in pre-war days* On the 
other hand* It Is unquestionably true that nsay mm hare eon- 
tree ted immoral habits during this war. After months of associa¬ 
tion with soldiers in any mays* the presen t writer is con¬ 
vinced of the absolute truth of this statement. 

Kan who before the war were eleea in their speech have 
fallen into depths of the vilest profanity and obscenity, the 
meet unspeakable filth le bandied about from mouth to mouth* 
and an alarmingly large proportion of men are guilty at this 
point. The practice of gambling is now indulged in by many men 
to shorn It ms mo temptation at all in pre-war days. 

Beyond question* many men have had their first taste of 
liquor at the sang oenteen or public bar near camp. The profits 
from the military canteens in the nglieh camps go Into the 
regimental funds for the benefit of the officers and men. Hence 
the slue of these funds depends upon the quantity of liquor sold* 

He have not heard that this custom tends to reduce the con¬ 
sumption of liquor by the soldiers. Several times we have been 
Informed that on special occasions the coumand^ffleers in 
different camps has closed the ?. H* C* A.* the Salvation Amy* 
wad the Churoh a my refreshment counters* and at tho asms time 
baa permitted the military liquor canteens to remain open for 

hart WWW, leaving these latter places as the only ones to which 
the soldiers could go for food or refreshments. Of oouree* 
thl. procedure evened the else of the regUaental fund., acre 
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ts no s*o oort available to indicate tho number of mb who have 
bad the drink habit fastened on then by the anqr cant eon. 

Hundreds of thousands of gallons of ran have boon sent 
out to the trenches. Ota cold mornings tbs sergeant serves it to 
his son. Zt is espeolally useful fret ss the men are going into 
notion, as it tends ts asks them more ferocious. One cannot 
refrain, however, from asking the quest ion, Bov ssny bob will 
hsvs the same story to toll that vs listened ts fre» the lips 
e£ a young soldier who had been eh the front for fifteen months* 


1 


”0ta* cold J anuary morning”, he said, "when the sergeant was serv¬ 
ing the rum cation, Z tasted liquor for the first time in ay 
life* After that I took it regularly, and soon sans to look 
forward with imgsrasu to its arrival, Z eouid hardly get along 
without mgr liquor now." 

«he sad part of it le that thousands of women have 
taken to drinking sins# their husbands and fathers vent to the 
front. The following consent hears witness at this point: "At 
this kin season Churohworkere return from their holidays, end 
may of us who ll've- in l^sst London have been shocked and saddened 
by finding that drinking among semen is on the increase* Z found 
that one shorn Z did not even know to ho intemperate bed delerian 
tremens, A girl told ss, *5ow nether is never sober* • A non 
ease to beg se to try to rescue his wife. I sat told that men 
are employed to feteh strong drink to the women at 3d. a Journey• 

A working women who livse in one of our dock districts tolls ns 
that os soon as the public-houses are open to women, the wives 
an/! mothers assemble in gangs, and spend practically the Stole 
day in drinking."* 

The problem of sexual impurity le a most serious one 
indeed during this present e cofliet. We refer not so wash to 
deeds of violence as to the general lowering of the moral stand¬ 
ard. So prevalent is this habit among the soldiers that the 
military authorities simply take it for granted and take neoeso- 
ary steps of precaution. In a&ny camps, every man who goo® on 

* quoted by s. A. Burroughs, in "The Volley of £*olsion% 
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!•*«• is furnished with MdietO. {mTesfe^iTM, «hi«h fe« is 
urgea to use. 

Obs has only to walk the streets of Paris or Leas on to 
hare the seriousness of this problem brought hoae to bin. Of 
coarse, it wnM he foolish to contend that war Is solely respone- 
ihle for this condition. Severer, mb who vers familiar with 
conditions in the days last preceding the war unreservedly eay 
that there has bees a deoiled change for the worse. Indeed, 
incsorslity is ranch greater now than owes during the second year 
of the war, and conditions are steadily growing worse, feral 
conditions are unspeakably bad in France and England, whatever 
nay be the once in Cermsny and other countries. without ex¬ 
aggeration, we have seen public prostitutes by the hundred boldly 
ySBMdlag an avenue dee Cfcampe-nysee#, Place de 1*Opera. Plcoa- 

* illy Circus and Leicester Square, absolutely unmolested by the 
police, who confess their inability to deal with the situation 
under the present laws. Officers and privates by the thouesai 
are nightly going with her "whose way takes hold on hell”. 

In this connection, we quote the brilliant Donald 
Hankay-. "Consider the fighting non In the trenches - and 1 
a® e peakin g of both officers and aen • the no at ordinary refine¬ 
ments of life are conspicuously absent. There is no water to 
wash in. Terrain sbourtf, sleeping and eating eocosviwiatlone are 
frankly disgusting. One is obliged for the time to live like a 
pig. ;aded to this,one la all the tic* in a state of nervous 
tension, one gets very little deep. Every night has its 
anxieties and responsibilities* - auger or death way come at 
any moment. So for a week or a fortnight or a month, as tbs 
case may bo. Then comes the return to billets, to comparative 
safety and confort - the latter nothing to bqpt about though! 
Tension Is relaxed. Officers and men alike determine to 

• gather rosebuds' while they nay. Their bodies are fit, their 
wills are relaxed. If they are built that way, ana am oppor¬ 
tunity offers, they will * satisfy the lusts of the flesh' •• 
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(probably moat man are immoral. The conditions of Military, 
and especially of active service merely intensify the temptation.* 1 
Sobs indication of the Planting prevalence of sexual 
imparity nay he gained from the figures quotas hy Captain Guest, 
in the House of d — aua s "Xiurlag the first 83 souths of the 
*»r, 9 ,000 soldiers have bean admitted into venereal hospitals 
in Engla n d . In Tiwutie about SO,000 of our son suffering from 
the worst form of the disease have passes through British hospit¬ 
al* there, sad alms be tw e en 160,000 and 200,000 lighter oases.”* 

So s eriou s is the problem that Sing George has appointed a Boyal 
MMi r.o MMitphi MMM) Um t /„ 

If a quarter of a million English coldlore, have eon- 

I 

traeted venereal disease since the outbreak e t war, in spite of 
the highly sueeessful preventive measure £ how many men have 
actually been guilty of sexual impurity? 

The problem is not only a serious one from the stand¬ 
point of the soldier, it also vitally ooneems the womanhood of 
the lead. In the nature of the ease, there saa he no lowering 
of moral standards on the port of men that does not inevitably 
react upon women. It news to us that in at leant three ways 
this war has tended to bring about a general lowering of moral 
standards among the w omanhood of the land. 

In the first place, in the eyes of meet young warnsn 
there Is something romantic about a soldier 9 * uniform. So formal 
introduction is necessary, and young ladies from the very best 
bosses do not hesitate freely to talk with soldiers whose nemos 
they do not knew end whom they have never seen before, (hie young 
officer?* says: "demon end girls, apparently faeelusted by the 

khaki, have flnng aside all modesty and restraint and this has 
acted as a stimulant to materialistic notions, so that now the 
whole country seethes in lnmorality." Another officer, a major, 
has this to say: "The look of reserve and restraint since the 
war among women who were previously modest and respectable is an 
especially conspicuous sad regrettable fact.* 

/ a ^ 6tf> 

* londo® rally Kail, April SC, 193,7. 













There le Quite a general tendency to let the gl—nriT «f 
heroism hid*all morel deficiencies and to condone lapses into 
lawntliQr on the ground of eerrieee rendered *t the front* 

3 i*o«r chap, he has led a dog's life out in the trenehes, and it 
is so render he ie a little wile when hone on leave* Oh ~ell, 
he will get over it and settle down when the war is over. Let 
hln have his fun now; he gets little enough at best* I'll 
tall you, nothing is too good for our brave beys** The actions 
of many young women fra the best home Shew that this Is about 
the way In which they regard the whole natter. A red Cross 
nurse, a follow of Bewnhom College, Cambridge, gives this 
interesting hit of information; "Silly girls have been known, 
in sy own experience, to offer wounded soldiers fid or 1/ to take 
them out for a walk* In one town there was a regular tariff 
for walks, and this provided the men with a eonstent supply of 
smell cash. The only Highlander in the hospital could oomssl 
l/fi, while a rather unpleasant cripple was only worth 6d«" In 
more oases than anyone will ever know, this eagerness to please 
the returned soldier has led to relationships that have cul¬ 
minated in moral disaster* 

Another vital factor in this connection has been the 
crowding together of thousands of women and girls In munition 
centers, where they aro often housed in moat unsuitable lodgings. 
The exacting and exhuustlv^ nature of the work, the foot that the 
making of implements of destruction In itself has a deadening 
moral effect, the absence of all has influence, and the presence 
of virulent and aggressive temptation - all these combined have 
crested an atmoenhero that has led to the downfall of many young 
woman. While delivering a religious address before a large 
group of women in a munition center, a certain clergyman was, 
on three separate occasions, interrupted by loud, vulgar and 
obscene remarks, which were greeted with unrestrained laughter 
by the women pretent. 

The abnormal conditions in the hemes of soldiers who 
ere at the front ie accompanied by grave moral perils. In many 














oases the pinch of poverty has driven the rife or daughter over 
the lias*. Still others, through sheer loneliness, have gone to 
public-housce or other gathering places snd have formed friend* 
ships that hare led te lapses into laaordliy* One has only 
to talk rith the unfortunate girls on the street to diaoover the 
final outcome of some of these experiences* 

An Important by-product of the ear le the Increase of 
juvenile deliaeueney end crime. In this o o naec tion, we quote 
from the record of the secretary of the Sower A Assoc lotion of 
London, the Sbjeot of which oeeooletion ie°to promote efficient 
methods for the prevention and treatment of crime and Juvenile 
delinquent 4 s 1 

"rigtaree issued by the Some Office ehow that during 
the war there has occurred a grave increase in the number of 
Juvenile offenders, and especially of Juvenile thieves, or the 
period covered by these figures the increase In Juvenile offen¬ 
ses in general is 24 per oont«, and the lnereeee In thefts nearly 
CO per cent. Juvenile lawlessness has spread through the country 
like a plague, the most disquieting feature of all theee returns 
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are not merely that the inn res nr exists, hut that it is so sraeh 
larger in the second year of war than the first. The senses of 
the present increase in Juvenile delinquency are ehiefly te be 
found in the withdrawal from child-life of adult personal in¬ 
fluence, and In the curtailment of those social and educatio nal 
agencies that hitherto have occupied so large a part of the 
child»o life* 

"It le ueelpsa to dray that war has evoked a spirit of 
adventure in children; it has exolted them, aa it haa us* Today 
ie the day of the hero - oat a boy dearly wishes to be thought 
a hero. He, too, desires adventures, and no doubt an Innocent 
rail soy wagon, creeping stealthily through a dark, mean street 
does sometime a prove to be a S am a ra convoy, even as the youngsters 
prove to be British troops - end the van's contents German 
supplies, and eo legitimate spoils of sari The boy leema it 
* Cecil Leoson, In "The Child end the ter”. 



























ia rlgit to do anything to his enemy, oat be does it* Bo is 
pl&etio, impressionable, imitative, a mirror to every breath 
of national fooling* It Is eoaroely possible to week among 
children today and remain unimpressed by the monume influence 
exerted by the war on their minds. Moreover* the prevailing 
tpx talk, eon pounded ao it largely ie of graft, guile, revenge, 
doee not serve to improve natters.” 

Thue we have seen that war has Increased profanity, 
obscenity, gambling, drunkenness mad sexual impurity* «e are 
suite prepared to admit that other metises and condition* 
than war produce like reeulte. This feet, however, does not 

affect the truth of our statement that this war has Increased 
view* 

* w has made the Soet rime of Beeeaei ty the 

hipe st lam of conduct, an d hao tended to dim moral perc eption. 
Germany quite frankly admits that the invasion of Belgium was 
an outrage, hut contends that no other course was left open to 
her. Her vary existence depended u >on striking quickly 
furiously at France* It waa quits unfortunate that Belgian 
hay? am ad to ho In the my, end Germany wee quite willing to make 
reparation for all leases* Such things as treaties and moral 
obligation count for nothing as compere# with the achievement 
of the desired end* 

^he Germans fol ty understand that their submarine 
warfare is a violation of International law and a damnable 
outrage upon humanity. Bat this is of small consequence as 
compared with the desirability sf starving England into surrender 
or the crippling of her participation in the war* If thin 
samnot be accomplished by means of -civilised” warfare, then 
try piracy. The end Justifies the means* 

lasanse of the exigencies of the military situation, 
Germany has tderated, if not encouraged. the most atrocious 
massacres of Armenians by the Turks. Four members of the German 
Mission Staff in Turkey wrote to the Imperial German Minister 
of Foreign affairs, as foil owes "Out of 2,000 to £,000 psassnt 
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MM f rom the rmsfilnn Flateut who w er e bToupht here in good* 


health, only fort? or fifty skeletons are loft* The prettier 
earn ere the victims of their gaolers* lusts the plain one* 
namb to blows, hunger end thirst* Every day aor« then a 
hundred o or pees are carried out of Aleppo. Ill thle happens 


under the very eyes ef high Turkish officials* The German 
scutcheon le la danger ef being smirched for ever In The ■embry 
of the Seer Seeterh peoples* He knew that the Minictry of Foreign 
Affaire has already, from other sources, received detailed 
descriptions of shat is happening here* tut no ehaagp ten 
occurred in the system*" 1 Why uas no pretest made, and why 
uae this annihilation allowed to continue* wan it t iss u es the 
German nation sun in sympathy with such an outrage? Be, It van 
because a protest might hare endangered their relations with 
T urke y and interfered with "the winning of tike ear"* 

The lilies admit that they do not like the task of 
starring German women and children* Yet this is what mould 


happen if they were entirely successful with their blockade* 



If starring momen sad children mill bring the mar te a see sees - 
fUl termination, mho e&a doubt that thle is the humans thing to 
deT Certainly, the end justifies the sunns* Is not this the 
logic that is la dally use? 

Pc the Allies regard the use of poison-gam end liquid- 
fire and boiling oil as legitimate methods of warfare? Be they 
look upon the bombing of open cities am within the bounds of 
international law? Bet if me are to believe one-tenth of what 
they have said upon these points* Them why arc they meting 
constant use of gas, and fire end oil In their attacks, end Ay 
have they hemibafl the enemies* cities far more frequently then is 
generally recognised by their own people* Simply because of 
necessity. In the Boose of Coaeons, on July 12, 1917, Kr* 


Peto asked Hr* Bcesr low, os spokesman for the British ar 
Cabinet, n whether In deciding for or against s policy of retal¬ 
iation for German air attacks on London, the Covoraaent would 

1 the Tisalauul of xmsniunem", edited by Viscount Bryce. 
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would bo guided onIy N sillt&ry considerations, ^ not by eent~ 

1 a « ttt al t philosophical and ethical considerations” * Mr* Bonar 
Law replied: Big thla natter tho Government will bo guided 
only by military oonsld sretioas." * She question ao to whether 
a given- raetioe Is moral or lnaoxal does not enter in. The 
doctrine of necoeeity holds sway, and the end Justifies the 
nosas* 

Can re not go farther and say that the very Idea of war 
involves the eeeeptasee of this theory? Bo y—d question, the 

thought of war is absolutely repugnant to the vast Majority of 
■tt* 2hoy participate In it simply beoaose of necessity, as the 
only swans of protecting or prewiring what they hold dear* They 
do net like it, they loathe iti as a last resort, the indulge 
in it, because to then the end Justifies the nouns. 

ill of this being so, war tends to din moral perception 

and deadon conscience. One has only to recall the horror 

certain . 

with which tone jo f mod era warfare were greeted upon their 

first spy ns mwe in battle, and then to notice how one after the 
other those condemned practices have been adopted by those nations 
which were loudest in their tirade against than, to appreciate at 
leant the partial truth of this statement. 

•ho does not r—onhor the bitter denunciation heaped 
upon the Germane when first they used poison-gas in the battle of 
Ycaree? Our own feeling is that this practice cannot bo de~ 
nounssd too severely. But what is the condition today? the 
Allies now use ooisoa-gas and liquid-fire with most telling 
effect in their crest drives, as naturally as though these 
deadly instrumente had always been recognisei as legitimate in 
"civilised* warfare. Bo longer do the Allied generals send 
home official denunciations of this barbarous method of waging 
war* Instead, at the first favr.rari* breeze, they issue on order 
for a gn» attack upon the oner's trenches. The ‘ngllsh end 
ftrench newspapers are not sow filling: their columns with stories 
shoot the "ftrithtfulnws” of using poison-gas. Bather, in these 
some columns are glowing accounts of the number of Germans 
* London Daily Telegraph, July IS, 1917. 
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killed sad the amount of damage inflicted by the see of those 
ffieaae, in the hands of their dexterous and gallant soldiers* 
for instance, "At night the enemy poors out a different death 
Mixture in the form of gas-shells, hoping to o&teh our men 
without their nooks* m retaliate with gee-clouds, which creep 
into Geraan craters and trenches on a soft west wind, end *<17 
any non who happen to take a breath or two, so that they sleep 
*W» i»» ft I nt i The gloves are off on both sides. ** 

At this particular point, wo are not dealing with the 
Question as to whether this retaliatory practice is Justifiable. 
Our only contention here is that war toes tend to din moral 
oeroeption and to deaden conscience. Ksny isen are now admin- 
^ tstaring poison-gas with a freedom (of eonyunirttsn) of conscience 
that would have been quite imspeselble sene nem ths ago* A friend 
of the present writer tells of an honor men in chemistry at 
Oxford who west out to Ceylon as a Christian missionary. 
of his outstanding traits of character was his sensitiveness, 
it being said of him that "he would not even hurt an insect”. 

And yet, at the present time* this mem is using all his scientific 
knowledge in the making of poiaon-gae for the British war Pe- 
partment. 

An investigation of the effect on the English 'people 
of the dastardly Zeppelin end aeroplane raids brings forth an 
appalling amount of evidence to show that war does tend to 
obscure moral Judgment. 

Seldom has each a cry of homror and indignation gone 
up from the world as when the news was first received that 
Zeppelins bed bombed open cities in England* Outside of the 
Central Empires, there was as almost universal moral protest 
against this damnable outrage. Nations are still bitter in their 
denunciation of the practice of dropping bombs on their ait lea* 
but they feel much less intensely about bombing the homes of 
the ajoamy. 

Prior to the raid cn London on Juno is, 1917, at which 
Philip Slbbe, in London Dally Telegraph, July £S, 1917* 











tlffl* there wore 600 casual ties, inoIoAing a large au&ber of women 
and children, there had been b pa anodic public efforts to induce 
.the CoTmnwit to practice reprisals. This raid was the signal 
for the breaking forth of' a perfect avalanche of mbits opinion 
demanding reprisals on Sermon cities* The writer was in London 
at the tine and witnessed the raid at oloso range and aaw its 
terrible effects. Consequently, he was able to gather first-hand 
information regarding the public attitude toward this outrage. 

leading editorial in the Lon&en Observer of Jane 
17, 1917, is to the point here: *A week ago wo would have 

os id that public opinion was rather undecided shout reprisals * 
that, in finite of the strong feeling for them, there wae per- 
bspa s mooring majority against. It is not oo now. Qto national 
uind, in its well-known Banner, has hardened in a moment. There 
la an overwhelming, an almost universal demand for reprisals on 
a scale which rtiall prevent further devil *b work of Ike same 
kind. There ie no merely vengeful feeling. It Is inspired by 
a Just and unsparing wrath which does oredlt to the clean in¬ 
stincts of our people. • We have had a certain resoeet for the 
feeling against reprisals which had hitherto existed* It was 
not very logl o al nor very sound. It largely belonged, neverthe¬ 
less, to high-minded instincts and pure-hearted emotion. Any 
further indulgence of It would mean ntorsl perversion encouraging 
further atrocities against onr own people, and above all, 
against the children, okas it is our first duty to defend*” 

That this editorial did represent a large body of 
public opinion is shown by the feet that the lord Mayor of London 
presided at a mass meeting at the London Opera Bouse on Sunday 
afternoon, Jose 17, 1917, os lie- together to demand that the 
Ooverxment institute reprisals. In addressing this meeting the 
Lord Mayor said: "Whatever course is taken, ws must stop this 

brutal and wholesale murder of manem and children. X don’t 
oare what measures yen adopt so long as these outrages are 
stopped, so don’t want any maudlin sentiment expressed here. 
i’e are out with the sole idea of doing Justice to the 


















protection of oar -sown and children.** M ?he lord Kayor then 
sored a resolution expressing the meetingfts abhorrence of these 
dastardly sad or ig i na l attacks sad saliiwg for syst e ma tic sad 
ruthless reprisals to bring the cruelty hose to the German people. E 1 
She audience demanded that a co y of the resolution should he sent 
to the Sing LOS, the resolution being married, this was agreed to. 

rollowing this jpneiflmeeting there was s perfect torrent 
of editorials and urblic addresses descending reprisals. Oat of 
all this sees of expression, wb quote briefly from two leading 
editorlaic and three or four utterances by nubile non 2 

"It is bo teuht true", says tbs tendon tally Hall, of 
bM 19, 1917, "that sir raids in the post have not basis con¬ 
fined to the Osmans. Hut on our side they have not been 
euffleleatly frequent or sufficiently persistent.. sm have left 
the initiative too ouch in the hands of the Germane. se hope 
that all this is ended, and there sill be very general dis¬ 
appointment throughout the country if it la not. The nation 
will firmly support the Government in its decision to at took 
German towns. The professional sentimentalists will, of courea, 
have their say. the present stage of the ear, however, le one 
at which it is hardly necessar y te take any notice of lb in * 

"the object of reprisals is not to kill Goman women 
and children, but to a: ve our own women and children from being 
killed. Those who a gue in favor of a policy of reprisals are 
neither un-Chrlstlija nor bloodthirsty. They film ly favor what 
le, on general grounde, a policy of common aextae. They would 
prove to the Goman people, and through the Cerman people to 
the German Government, that terrorism dose not pay. They would, 
for every bomb dropped on London or any other unfortified 
British town, rain ten bomba on Cologne end other aeoeeelble 
Rhine cities, in the persuasion that this argument would quickly 
change the point of view of the averngs German civilian., fiat 
tikiiti It la, we think, an unfortunate, an unpatriotic, and 

even an un-Christian attitude which the one-sided humanitarians 

Jl' 
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**a adapting. Experience teg Aon that the ^niy argument 
•■■flint futhlHHan is acre nthlMMlHs * 1 

«f Tiiwfm —ft— hi—if understood in 
the following etatHHBti "there is bo doubt as to the 
sf Mil Into. At a westing attended tor 4,000 people, tte 
proposal for reprisals was received with voolferoue appro¬ 
bation, end something definite will have to he done in the 
■otter. hat ia warfare hut a eerlee of reprisals? 5s aunt 
hove tbom in the air as well as on the lead sea, oai chow 
the Germans that it will he to their advantage to stop 
their murderous eraft over here.** 

"Preaching in Forley Church, Her. Hsny Lancelot 
flarnefoi £ said that we ware told to lavs our enemies, hat that 
did net mean putting cut eras around their necks, and we were 
told to bless thoeo that p e r — ant e d us, which did not assn 
kissing then* *f* so, ho continued, v it nnnns that the only 
—y to stop these air raids is for the civilian population of 
Germany to cry out against then sad insist on their being put 
an end to, -hieh indeed they will newer do until they hare tasted 
of the cap tfeeasclvce and learned by bitter experience that 
dropping boobs on women a— children le not wax, but pure end 


— d m t o r ate d murder. Personally, I feel that the hour must 
some, however much ** dislike it, when we mast in defense of 
oar own women and children show the Sim that if war la to he 
carrier out cn t hese linos two can pley at the B tam gene*" fc 

icsMtll Wakefield. BUM? of Srimlagham, states, 
la his monthly letter to hie clergy, that he le constantly 
questleued on the subject ef reprisals for air raids. "Fighting 
in the sir has baas— so externM”# he says, "that no wo days it 
is eoaditered legitimate to attack any place that may have 
soldiers, munitions, or fortlfloatieBS In It or near it* Just 
»ow the German Is pr o ba bly, on land, an sad under the sea, and 

in the air, using the reokloesnose of eeal-deopalr. He has all 
along been indifferent to the die to tee of ordinary humanity. 

At one time he pois o ns by gas, at a mat bar ha torpedoes a hospital 

■hip* la each revolting ones be nevertheless baa a military 

i £S2«.S£?S& fi-iSb.* *•”* « 
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■otlw at hi* bMk and call* Barely oar courea 1* clear* She 
la*t thing in the world we wanted to do woo to aoe poison, wo 
had to do it la eelf-defense. So with air attach*. Wo way 
bomb Goman towns because sort of then arc more or lee* war 
tone* e cannot distinguish the innocent inhabitants from t ho 
root of the nation. Wo cannot move our foes to a change of mind 
except by fares. In all this Z contend wo am not —Vine 
reprisals for evil done by Germany. We are eimply bringing our 
—thede up to the present warfare standard. Xt ie hateful, 
but it is the shorteat way to peaee*"* 

She Archbishop of Canterbury aaye: "X get letters in 
which Z an urged to see to It that we insist upon ’reprisals, 
owlft, bloody, and unrelenting. Let gutters run with Ceman 
blood. Let us emaeh to pulp the Goman old non. wooes and 
children*, and so on. - * 

Several talks with as English air scout, who had been 
in the serviee for a any months, gave the writer a sidelight on 
the attitude of 00 — English airmen. He expressed hie opinion 
in elear toms; "She Gomans have a perfect right to raid 
London. If we can't stop then, it is our loss* The Ksperot 
should give the Iron Cross to every German airman who gets by 
oar defences; If he doesn’t the Sing Should award the Victoria 
Crocs. If i were ordered to txa* Berlin, I should aim at the 
Hmpp w orks , but If Z missed and hit a school. 1 should not 
grieve; it weald simply be a ale fortune of war. Thom is no 
conscience in war; you are out to kill and destroy.** 

In an editorial, the London rally Mall, of June 16, 
1917, insists that "the question of attacking Comas towns is 
a military one, and is net to be settled by oeolesiastios but 
by cosmos sense." that la the exact point for which wo ere 
contending, namely, morality is sidetracked by the exigencies 

1 Londtai Pally Express, July £, 1917. 

" Load cm Sim—, June ££, 1917. 












of war. la these days large number of men, • sold lore one 
civilians - have ceased to esk whether a given practice Is 
.moral or Imereti: there only concern is, Bees it gey? Conse¬ 
quently, the world is manhood by an epidemic of moral atrophy. 

!&at this war tee tended to obscure acral judgment 
and deaden eon science is farther emphasized in a striking 
letter froa a soldier, which me mrinted In a leading English 
periodical sons months ago: 1 

"It is very nice to be hone again”, he “Yet m 

1 am home? One cometInca doubts it. There are occasions when 
X feel like a visitor among strangers whose intentions are 
kindly, bat whose modes of thought X neither altogether under* 
stand nor altogether approve.. The fact la we*ve drifted apart., 
between yea end us there bangs s veil. It is sminly of your 
o^n unconscious creation. Xt ie not a negative, but a positive 
thing. Xt Is not intellectual, it la moral. Xt ie not 
Ignorance (or X s h ou l d not mention it). It Is falsehood. 

•X read year papers and listen to your conv er sa tion, 
end X see clearly that yon have ohoeen to moke to youreelvee 
an image of war, not as It ie, bat of a kind which, being 
picturesque, flatters your appetite for novelty, for excitement, 
for easy admiration, without troubling you with with masterful 
snot ions. You have ohoeen, I Bay, to make an Image, because you 
do not like, or oaxmot bear, the truth; because you are afraid 
of what may happen to your souls if you expose them to the In¬ 
consistencies and contradictions, the doubts and bewilde r m ent , 
which lie beneath the starfUee of things. 

•X sam forgive you for representing war se a spectacle 
Inateed of a state of existence, for I suppose that to the 
correspondent who is shepherded Into enjf observation post on 
a show day it does seem spec teenier. But the representation 
of the human beingi concerned Is unpardonable. There has been 
Invented a kind of co n v en tional soldier, whose eaotioac 
Ideas are those which you find it most easy to assimilate with 

your coffee end sarmslsdo*. He is represented is invariably 
* as Hat ion. Out. 21, 1016. 
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* cheerful*, at? m4Uag la the * exalte—at* of wr f m flai- 
ing *eport* la killing other m, ae ’hating Swrmme out of 
dugouts ob a terrier hunts rats*, aaA—r—m!■——1th ikf ad— 
For the rest, we ere depleted ae merry assassins, rejoicing in 
the opportunity of a * scrap* in ifiilch we knew that more than 
three-cue rt ere of oar friends will he raised or killed, care¬ 
less of our own lives, exulting la the duty of turning b— 
beluga into Itaape of dlaflgured olay, light-hearted ae ohlldrea 
In a garden who shoot at sparrows with a new air-gun and elep 
their hands when they fall, charmed from the transiefc melancholy 

4 

of childhood by a gene of football# or a packet of aigsrettew* 

"Of the first material roaly of war, from which every¬ 
thing elae takes its color, the —gin— sat leathe—s physical 
exhaustion, you nay little, for it would the spoil the piquancy 
of the picture. Of your^ soldiers* internal life, the eons tent 
collision of contradictory moral standards, the liability of 
the soul to be crushed by mechanical monotony, the s ea a m ftf oa- 



behlnd the pic- ore of war given in your papers there eo—tines 
seems to lurk some thing —use then, yet silled to, its un- 
truthfulne—, a horrible suggestion that war ie so—how, aft- 
all, ennobling; that, if not the prop— ooeupetlcn of man. It 
la at leant one In which he finds a fullness of self-expression 
impossible In peace; that when clothed in khaki and carrying 
rifles, these lade are more truly *men* than they were When 
rating in offices — factories. Perhaps 2 do you an in¬ 
justice. But that intimation does ae— to me to poop through 
ms— of your respectable paragraphs. As I read t han I reflect 
upon the friends who after suffering various degress of torture 
died In the illusion that wax was not the last word of Christian 
wisdom. And 1 have a sensation aa of pointed ears and hairy pa— 
aad a hideous ape-fees grinning into mine - sin upon ein, misery 
up— misery, to the —ft of the world.* 

W. - ' i ■ — -s. 
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*"■ ths conscience of many men that now they defend ante they onoe 
oonlHH4 t and participate in deeds of violence. the thought of 



Anyone at all familiar with the fasts cannot deny 




which once filled thee with horr o r. 

(*) has tended to destroy freed on of TinTlnf mi 


notion. *e Introduce this dlsouaelon by quoting from an 
eddrese delivered by Bnreror ¥111 lan ef Germany: "Boeruita! 

Before the altar and the servant of God you have given me the 

oath of allegiance. You are too young to Know the full wMumiwg 

* 

ef what you hoes said,, but your fi ret care must be to obey 
Implicitly all orders and direotlone. You have sworn fidelity 
to me, you ore children ef ay guard, you are ay soldiers. You 
have surrendered yourselves to ms, body end soul. Only one 
«My oan esist for you - my sassy. With the efferent socialist 
ma sh 1 Tui tions. It may hSfpmi that X shall order you to shoot 
your own relatives* your brothers, or even your parents - which 
God forbid - and then you are bound in duty implicitly to 
obey sy orders** 1 


while other military leaders may use more tact and 


diploma ay of expression, who can deny that the German Emperor 
ht a spoken the real truth about war? Obedience is the found¬ 


ation stone of military efficiency* ‘The soldier oannot qua at ion 


the judgment of his superior officers, nor oan he follow his awn 
conscience with regard te any practice. Csmyumetlone of con- 
eelance mast not be allowed to interfere with the meet implicit 
obedience of orders. hie command may involve the use of polsos- 
gss, the sinking of the Lusitania, the bombing of London or 
Cologne, or the shooting: down ef relatives upon the streets 
of Lublin. The military authorities are the sole Judges as to 
the morality of these eetei the soldier simply executes their 
decision. 


fibs seriousness of this situation is greatly In¬ 


tensified when we reramiber that In these days only a very, very 
1 quoted by Upton finolair, "2h© Cry for Juetiee", p.656. 
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few men of Billtery age have any choice whatever as to whether 
or not they shall ester the array. Oat of all the combatant 
oat lane, only two - Brest Britain and the Baited States - sake 
way saosnptlane os grounds of conscience. It is officially stated 
that there ere sot lees than 60,000 priests serving with the 
belllgwreate as all froste - aafi these emissive of the priests 
of the Rasters church serving with the Russian forces and the 
thousande of Binisters of all denominations serving with the 
Protestant t r o op s of Greet Britain.* 

Althouf* there ie a provision for the exemption of 
confident loue objectors in g "(r 1 *** . the Tribunale see to It that 
very few swwptioas are allowed* In fact, them have boon less 
thon one hundred absolute exempt lone on ground of conscience 
in nngland during the throe years of the war. "1 goo. deal of 
browbeating, sneering, end abuse has eherseterlsed many of the 
courts, and the eaoeoiestloue objector has found hineolf faced 
with all the hatred, fees and intmt which oar kind generally 
nates out to thoee who think differently fron the root, or in¬ 
deed, set thmeelvea to think at all* The offset of refusing 
exemption to sooe of these nea 1 m been to subject then to per¬ 
secution of varying degrees s erne of then know What it feele 
like to be under sentence of death, end hundreds have found 
themselves making an acquaintance with prison life. The general 
impress ion is that they are cowards, shirkers, lunatics and freaks, 
who have sheltered themselves under an unfortunate olaase in the 
Kilitsry semee let. Some have eouneellod deportation, others 
shooting, a greet neny HIsfienelleanest “* 

The following quotation from the London Dally Hall, of 
April £8th, 1917, shows the attitude of many people toward the 
conscientious objector: ”lh* very sens which has been invented 
for him ie the hedge of dlegraee. The conscience, to which be 
appeals, ie hie own and very serviceable* He has trained It 
to come to heel, like a itoipoed our. 'Conscience le a dangerous 

* quoted by a. J. Campbell, "iSlth Our Troops at the Front" 

p • S3« 

* f. E. Orchard, "The outlook for Beligton", p* 16B. 
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thing: It makes a nn » ooiurS', s a ys tha poet, tins proving 
that he possessed the gift of prophecy* For It is oowardloe, 
and cowardice alone, which holds hftok the • objector* from the 
duly imposed upon all docent men. Though he does his beat to 
deed to hiraaelf, and the trlbunale, his true motive ennot be 
disguised* He is ftfsftid of discomfort, he is afraid of risk, 
he is afraid of death. And eo he gladly permits his fellows to 
fight in France, while he stays at bone to chatter platitudes, 
and to thank Cod that he has risen far above the blatant crime 
of 'silltariBB*. w 

“There have been in prison, under the Military Service 
Acts, over £,000 Consoiexrtlcue Objectors* About 8,000 of those 
lv vc iggggfcH !• "* ■* * it or h tiv.nv.1 ,-ert ncc, Ml or 

the lone Office Scheme* Oils cork is probably not useless, bat 
it is nearly al-nays something at which the nan she is set to it 
is not skilled, and is, in at least nine oases oat of ten, loos 
useful then the work he wae accustomed to, end from which the 
Military Service Act dragged him* There are probably six or 
seven hundred Conscientious Objectors, Who believe that it would 
he wrong for then to accept this eo-oalled 'work of national 
importance', and they, on the expiry of their sentences, are 
returned to the Array, again court-marttailed, sad again sentenced 
to a tern of lmprlsensneat* Sene are sow serving a fourth term 
of laprl iwwottt, e mob large number a aeoond or third tern* 

"the are these Absolutists, who are being Imprisoned 
again and again? They are such men as Stephen Bobhtmse, who had 
resigned wealth and poisition in order to devote thonaolvea 
Wholly to social and religious work* He le still in prison. 
Olliers are such well-known Pacifists as Clifford Allen and IWnlV 
Brockway, of the genuineness of whose convictions there can be 
no doubt. Prominent members of the society of Friends, who, 
by the say, most people appear to think are almgrs exempted, sash 
SS Sederlok Clark, Hubert Vet, Kobert 6'licnaell, Hugh Qlbblne, 
and Wilfrid Littleboy, most of idiom can claim five or six 
generations of iueker ancestry, are utnongst thrra .* 1 

*>m. 3* ileon, in the Ration^ Ksroh 10, 1917* 













what the attitude at the United states would be 
If sflPesse£ for men cannot be determined Officially, no pro* 
vie Ion hae been made for exemption on j^rooa^i of conscience. 

Bare to ambers of certain oocte whoso creeds forbid partic¬ 
ipation la war* Thanks to her enormous resources of man power, 
she can afford to be lenient for the present. 

Taking into account the foots in all of the belligerent 
nations. It oennot bo denied that this war has for multitudes 
of non ds s t p ay s t f r e e d om of belief end notion. 

f &) Shs nor has insrssssd the feeling of mtltsisl 
»?M*?lShte oasneea . For three years nor the olergymea in all 

of the warring nations hare been preaching about "the righteous* 
ness of our cause", until today there is hardly a dissenting 
voioe. "So as, more than to any other nation 1 *, says the eminent 
Professor Buekea, "is entrusted the true human existence.* 1 Dr. 
Lesson frankly expresses his opinions *Ys are mmlljr and in¬ 
tellectually euperior, beycod all comparison, as to our organ¬ 
isation and institutions** 1 Professor von Stengel, of S&nSA, 
arose at the end of the se c o nd year of the ear: *2fce nations, 
and especially the neutral nations, have only one neons of lead* 
ing a profitable existence. It is to submit to our guidance, 

*hl°h is superior from every paint of view, Tar wo not only have 
the towt and force nccoocnry for this mission, but wo also 
possess all the spiritual gifts to the highest degree, and in 
all creation it Is so she constitute the oxma of olrillsstlaa.* 1 
Pastor Lober, of Lelpslg, mhttr.ln8 that defending one’s 
country le in Itself a righteous sot: "Everyone le serving fled 

who ashes the blood of an nay flow, end it Is because he is 
time serving God that he enn reckon on God’s blessing, The 
lineal tion of the Few f sst c ias n t to return good for evil saaaot 
be applied in wur, In war evil Kraft- be met by evil, awc wherever 
poseible by greater and increased evil. For demands Old Test- 
snsatt severity, not the mildness of the new dispensation. He is 
to be praised and envied aho sees his enemies perish. rhia ^ 
only another side of love for one’s country, this desire for 

guotsd by 6so* b» Herron, in "The Kansas of mooe** 


















revenge on the nolle ioue enemy. 30 beflag oar nouses, we ring 
our hello, and slug 'Bow thank we ell our Sod* when eotaUttt 
aailtttcidee of l.usel&ns meet a terrible death in the surtax* 
eweape, or when two thousand seamen are plunged to the bet too of 
the mia bar oar submarines. And sash exaressiohs of gratitude 
sad joy are genuinely r erase and genuinely Christian." 1 

So She oe n are able to discover, there le bo r ecord 
of the number of tines isporor vllllea has given e nreepion to his 
passionate ooavietion that Cexneay is God*e chosen instrument to 
inflict vengeance hi* a the unrighteous nations of the earth. 

But this feeling is not confined to the Carman people* 
it is abroad in all of the nations. le it difficult to die* 
tincuiah it in the -following caemnnloatlon ? % 

"Buckingham aluce , Oct. £6 t 1914. 
ly deer Archbishop, (of Canter bur y) 

Ihe King hoe lately received numerous ooramnientlone 
from different quarters urging upon his Majesty the necessity 
for a Day ef Motional Humiliation and Grayer. Pareostally, the 
King is disinclined to advocate the nee of uny term which might 
plausibly be ale interpreted either at heme or abr o a d. At the 
some time, hie U&jesty reeognizos the nation* 1 call for united 
prayer, intercession, thanksgiving and for roneribseaee of thoeo 
she have fallen in their country's eanee. ft seems to tho 
that the beginning of the year would be a fitting etas on to be 
thua solemnised* end hie Majesty ***■*? that SunAcy, homy 
8, night sell be the chosen day. 

Yours very truly, 

rtamfordhasu”* 

On Saturday before this ohoeen day, the London ?izaes 

mshss this cc assent: * Originally It eoews to have been proposed 

to call this a "Lay of Rational Humiliation and P r a ye r * . Bat 

the King ssss disinclined to advocate the use of any term which 
sight plausibly be misinterpreted either at home or abroad. 

There can be no doubt that the whole nation strongly shares his 

? quoted by R. J. Campbell, "The W«r end the Seal" p.Cl. 

London Times, Bov. 6, 1914. 









Majesty*a opinion** On the threefold baele of Intercession, 
thedtafiriai eat mmAmbm {no mention of penttcnee) the n ore- 
nest he# been taken up in s heartfelt sai wwit spirit 
throughout the country, not only by members of the Church of 

i- 

?nglami, but also by the eutoriiloe of the Eontm Cut hollo Church 
end the Rational Oounoil of vsngelleal free Churches." 1 

The uords of the Si chop of ITorwich, at Sandringham 
Church, on the chosen day, In the ixreronoe of the King- end 
usea, Pri nce— Mary, ’rinse Hen ry and Prlaee George, can hardly 
he ■!—aderetoods "If Oed end our e—lenee, that ie the 

voice of Ood within, hare called ue to fight manfully, to fight 
Christ i&nly, and to fight to the end. It n—Id eeon out of place 
to apeak of humiliation In thie connect ion. It would he ee 
unreel ae to lead to mlaap-reheasloa among our enemies end among 
our Indian and other fellow-oombetants. It would to an like e 
crying off from the line which we hare adopted in the beginning 
and hare Maintained all the way throufc, it would look like the 
voice of pestle and distrust, or the craven fee r with which the 
oarage anprceohee the idol which he worships.* 1 

71th reference to the nations i 8lesion of Hope end 
He sentence of the Church of ’nglanfi, 3>r. w* 2*Orchard er greas e s 
hinself ae follows j "The Anglican Ccmatmioa, with a temerity 

which that body has perhaps never before attained, attempted to 
organise a g re et call te Re p en ta nce end Hope, end thie nee set 
about in as entirely praiseworthy wry. The leaders must have 
known that t he re mere national and certainly eeeleelactleal 
risks in each e movement. If anything like a great religious 
revival vac to sweep the country. It might most seriously Inter¬ 
fere with the national prosecution of the war. *hen religion 
once gets going It ie likely to be s fairly absorbing and un¬ 
predictable affair.. Set the neoeseity for assuring the people 
that there wse to be no re:>entanee for the oonntry being at war 
shut out certain areas from the fire of tke Bely Spirit, which 

Lone n Tines, January £, 191b. 

* quoted is Loudon tines, January 4, 1916. 





seen* to have hud the offset of ehuttiag Hu oat altogether* 

Cod asy he rightly invoked for special our no see, but something 

has gene wrong when it Is aleo stated shat He Is not wanted for* 

-v 

*wi SUfesps oanet control the Holy Chest in this wsy* w * 

She evidence clearly indicates that the cor has tended 
to increase the feeling of national self-righteousness is the 
different belligerent nations* 

^fce ear has tended to destroy faith - in ideals . 
in nan. in god . Xaay m gave ay everything end weal oat 

to the front to battle for freedoa and Justice, with the feeling 
tint this is a righteous war* Months of ex peri earn with all of 
its horrors sat brutalities has often shattered them ideals* 

-he sen Oho are la toueh with the actual situation at the front 
knew very well that there is nothing righteous about the Method 
of warfare* ear U hell. Hell is net righteous. 

Countless numbers eze coning book suspicious of all 
idealo* ho ismon on the .v.ount is looker upon as vleon&ry 
incapable of application in dally life* All talk about universal 
brotherhood and forgiveness of enemies is utter fsoli Antes* "If 
after this qy parson says a word about forgiving anomics or any 
of that tosh, I will walk out of the church and never go baok.* 
She ideals sad glories of war have been swept away by the shock* 
ing spectacles seen on every battlefield* Ask the wan Who has 
been through this furnace sf hell. orraer fancies and ideals 
have vanished ith many non. 

Along with this lose of faith la ideals is a corres¬ 
pond ing lees of faith in nan. this Is certainly true with regard 
to the entay. Bothing is too dastardly far hln to stoop to. 
no crlne la too atrocious for to sennit* Generations will 
pose before 3nglishasn and Germans have regained confidence In 
oaoh other* ”2o German missionary should be allowed for a 1 «^g 

period of years to enter Hritieh possessions", eeys ir* Ogilvie. 

* In w 2he outlook for Religion"* p* IS. 

























•I have one Tear**. e*-ys the i.av, 


of the Church of Sootl nfl. 1 
H. Jim *emeferd, vicar of forfccm Balmeebary, VIIts, 11 sad tint 
is that when the nr 1» over we nay get sons people into power 
who, in B^lte of these wholesale murders on lead sad eea, in 
esite of the cries of ruined wooanSiood, in eplte of fiendish 
cruelties practised u ion our perl eon ere, will for their own ends 
he willing to grmw the blood-stained hand of Germany and Whimper 
about choifir.g hands and aching frlends* If this should be so, t 
hope onr khr»hl-olad heroes, and the widows ana mother® of those 

i&o once wore the unifora of honour, will turn the scale and 

* 

have a voice in the natter of justice being done to our brave 
dead*** 

?fc«Te is also much lose of faith In one*e countrymen. 
After one hen seen hie eossudos perpetrating all sorts of out¬ 
rages it in difficult to impose implicit confidence in then again. 
She outbreak of bestial sad feroc tone passions which lets uccoca- 
eonied this wur hoe done nsuch to destroy confidence in hu m r-. n 
nature* 

T 

Tor assy the incidents in connect!.-off with this war 
has brought about a collapse of frith In God. The concentri-.lion 
of misery nC suffering hec been too nuch for multitudes Of 
people* "Haw eon we believe in a good God in the faeo of the 
terrible realities of these days?" So call this a holy war only 
agtsravates the feeling of bitterness: sad rebellion. *If Cod le 
in this Inferno then lie is not holy; if He is holy und has tho 
power, why does So allow it to continue f» If God Is good, Why 
does he allow fiend 1 eh Seppellne to murder innocent women nod 
cfcildrenf* these nre questions that isiel be answered, and for 
many the . ntv.exc given are not eatieftctoiy. "How can 2 believe 
in Godr* me the cry that seme from the lips of eat unfortunate 
young eonua. on the streets «f j-oadon* *They compelled my father 
tuxB brother to enter the '->r7py. >oth hare been killed in action, 
leaving me ulonc on lie cod illy. If there were a God he would not 
have allowed this to happen. There is no Soft!* In bitterness 
of soul, ehc turned awey, leaving the ^recent writer with food 
for reflection. 

1 baiiy;-kotoh, ]-ay 2b, 1S1? * bond on ster, Juno IS, 191? 
























The letters telltof «f lose of faith, la Go& oars sot 
published la tte telly nows papers, t jafi It will newer he Icnotn 
just how gtet has boon the influence of thiu ear la tee 
destruction of faith in a lowing Heavenly tetter. 

Sia^ -ST; te ao not rassa to laply that all non in 
&ny nation ora affected in the way we hare outlined, nor do wo 
contend that the Aiffaroat nation* ore equally affected. 

Obviously, this cannot he true with reference to those nations 
Which have had little astral contact with the war or which are 
only now getting into the struggle. Especially Is thin true 
with ref arena# to the United States* 

As a oitlxon of this latter country, the writer tee 
boon peculiarly interested in noting eons of the effects of tho 
m* on Canadians end 3nglishaea, since they arc nest like hie 
m people* le has teen with British troops during the greater 
port of his stay in the wax sons. Consequently, aeay of bis 
lapreaslofis hero to do with that,, lost there te a nisunder- 
e bonding of any eritioian of their conduct in war tine, let fcio 
hasten to say that he tee an unbounded adairation for the 
English people. It is only in the most fciadly and cordial 
spirit that these atgoe are written. 

By way of a brief scenery, we tel lore the foil erring 
to te oori-1 and religions effects arising out of this wax: 

GO-a, AFFECTS 

(1> The challenge of war tee produce*! a deeper spirit 
of unselfishness, generosity, oonseemtlon, and self~s>serl flee. 

(£) participation in war bus created in neny a vital, 
living faith in God, and fear others tee intensified the reality 
©i the Christian experience. 

{sj 2te «ar tee Increases Christian unity end vitality 

in the churches. 

(4) The Allies hare held bate an autocratic nUitarlfiB. 

















BYU» EFFECTS 

■ ' “ 1 |P * 1 1 ■ 

J—, k ^ 

ilJ ?h« «r tee revived primitive *n& Larburoa* 
ye e ete— , ate tee tended to destroy the sanctity ©X teaun life* 
(E) It tee tacreseed vice* 

(Z) It tee wide the deetrla* of :xiu**y Beoeaeity 
tbn highest lav of eendnet, ate has tended to 41 a moral per* 
tre-ptioa, 

(4) It tee tended to destroy fra ©lea of belief ate 

notion* 

C^jp 

ft) It tee teeteMte the feeling of national s lf* 
right ocas imes? . 

fG) It has tended to destroy faith - in ideals, in 
man, in Cod, 


. 
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Part Two - THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

Thus far we hare dealt only with facts - the actual 
effects of war upon non and nations* It Is quite impossible, 
however, in the faoe of these facts, to refuse to consider the 
shole problem of the ethics of ear* One could not, in the 
light of the Christian message which he was trying to present 
to the soldiers, refrain from asking the question. Is war ever 
justifiable? The pages that follow set forth the conclusions 
reached by the present writer, after months of association with 
soldiers and oiviliane in several of the belligerent nations, 
and represent an almost eomplsts Chongs of attltuds with regard 
to the question under eonslderatlon. 

_ In this dlscuesion we shall confine oursclvac to the 

e.thigal_and religious phases of the roblem. 3&e whole realm 
of praotloal politics and sneoiflo methods by means of whloh 
war ehall be aboliehed, exceedingly important ae they are, lie 
beyond the province of this paper. We shall not attempt to say 
whether Disarmament or Preparedness is the best means of des¬ 
troying war, nor ehall we discuse the relative merits of a 
League of Peaoo and a League to Bnforoe Peace. We do not 
underestimate the importance of praotloal methode, and Indeed 
it la in the Interest of effective methods that we stress 
the value of fundamental principles and attitudes. 

Our first task, therefore, is to ascertain whether 
war is compatible or Incompatible with the spirit of Jesus; 
and seoond, to analyse carefully the true attitude of in¬ 
dividual Christ lane and the Churoh toward war. It is to those 
two problems only that we shall devote ourselves in this 
discussion. 

In seeking to discover the spirit of Jesus, it is our 
oorrr lotion that the lltsrallstle proof-text method furnishes 
1 little or no valid proof, .is believe that by this means it 

is impossible dearly to understand the teaching of Jesus. It 

















Is only ee we take His teaching as a whole and observe file 
life in its completeness that we are able to eatoh His spirit 
or attitude toward the great problems that faoe us* Jesus* 
osn life must be the interpretation of Bis teaching* 
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I. JBStTS Am? THE WAY OF THB CROSS 
fhs Environment of J>im. 

The teaching and life of Jesus eaanot he dearly under- 
stood apart from some knowledge of the conditions under which 
Be taught and lived* Hie attitude toward ear cannot be ascer¬ 
tained unless we know something of the political and religious 
influences of Bis day* It is to this end the next paragraphs 
arc devoted* 

(a) Reman Rule of Palestine .* In the tine of Jeeoa, 
Palestine was a conquered province of the Roman Empire* Jeru¬ 
salem was the ehief defence ef a strategic system of fort¬ 
ifications whieh extended throughout the oountry* Roman 
soldlara and mareanarlaa from Galatia, Germany and Thraoe 
were placed in all fortreaaee, and foreign miniate re and 
retainer a were constantly oening and going from the royal 
residences* 

The Roman authorities were entrusted with full military 
and Judicial powers, and heavy taxes were Imposed upon the 
people* The representatives of Rome also had full power over 
the Jewish Sanhedrin, and one procurator, Valerius Gratus s 
changed the High Priest four times within four years. In the 
f year A* D. 19, Tiberius, after drafting four thousand Jews into 
the Reman Army, banished the entire Jewish oolony from the 
Imperial City. 

Svery effort was put forth to impart Roman ideals 
and culture to the Jews* Splendid heathen temples were 
ereoted, Roman theaters end amphitheaters were built, military 
roads were studded with Roman monuments, towns and publio 
edifices received Roman names, oharlot raoss, gladiatorial 
oombats and wild beast fights could bo witnessed in the very 
heart of Judaism. 

The Roman governors, tetr&rchs and procurators who 
mlsd Palestine during the days of Jesus were cruel and merciless 
1 See W. 3>* Morrison, "The Jews Under Reman Rule". 


















- 60 - 

tyrants - the but dor of the babies of Bethlehem by Herod the 
Great, the beheadlag of John the Baptlet by Herod Antlpas, end 
the oruoifying of the only sinless Han by Pilate, being typleal 
examples of their barbarity and Inhumanity. 

These are the nolltloal conditions Tinder which Jesus 
llTod and labored. 

(b) The Meeeianlo Hope . Tory much depends upon 
a elear understanding of the issues involved in the popular 
eoneeptlon of the Messianic hope. Aoeording to Hast Inge 1 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, 1 "Son of David la the 
most characteristic, as it is the most traditional and historie, 
designation of the Jewish Messiah. It expressed the most rep¬ 
resentative type of Hoseiauie expectation* The ordinary un- 
oultured Jew did not trouble himself with apocalyptic dreams 
of a new heavan and a new earth, and probably there wore many 
cultured Jews who had little taste for the Book of Hnooh. Those 
would road with far greater satisfaction the Psalter of Solomon. 
The ehlef interest of the Psalter of Solomon for no consists in 
the strong indications which it gives of the reviving ICossianio 
hopes of Israel at this time under tbs Homan yoke. Palestine 
sms ready to respond to any bold or able adventurer like Judas, 
Theudas or Bar Coehba, the laot of whom was supported oven by 
the distinguished Babbl Akita." 1 

In this sonasotlon, Dean Skeller Mathews says: "The 
term 'Son of David' had become expressive of the entire Messianic 
idea as held by all Jews, vtoether scribes or eommon people. It 
indicated that the new Kingdom wae to be essentially Jewish, 
just as its Xing was to bo representative of the most typio&l 
royal family of Hebrew hlotoxy. More than that. It deolarcd 
the new Kingdom to bo oasentially military; for to the Jew, 

David was oasentially a man of war, a conqueror of the enemies 
of Israel* To describe the Kessianie King as his son was to 
ascribe to him tho some military prowess."* 

1 Tol. II., p. 176 (See Mt. 9:27, Xk. 10:47,48, Mt. 12: 

28, 16:22, Mk, 11:10, Mt. 21:9, 16) 

■ "The Messianic Hops in tho How 'Testament", p. 111. 
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Dr. Alfred Bderehelm says: "To the Rationalist every 


embodiment, every outward manifestation of what contravened hie 
deepest idea cad highest ideal, wae absolutely intolerable* What 
business had the Roa&n in' Palestine; how dared the idolater 
profane by his presenoe the snored soil that was God's; how 
oould he elalm to rule the people whose sole King wae the Jehovah 
of the mlgity Any and outstretohed Hand? Sven to ■ * * *»** » 
admit it as a fact, nay to tolerate it, was an aet of unfaith¬ 
fulness to God, of doop unbelief, of apostasy* So patrltdin 
and religion - both in abnormal forms - mingled* They Whetted 
their daggers to the sound of psalms, and Sharpened their 
swords to the martial muslo of the proffoetlo utterances, whloh 
to then seemed only demonslations and imprecations on the 
enemy* la one sense every true Jew was a Rationalist, and 
oould not help being such, so long as he wae a Jew. Pay, it 
slung to him with all the Instincts of oenturies of descent, 
and hereditary disposition; with all the remembrances of his 
upbringing and surroundings; and with all the latent enthus¬ 
iasm of his Eastern and Jewish nature." 1 


In like tenor,Dr* Burris A* Jenkins says: "The ory 


'The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!' was as startling to Jeru¬ 
salem as 'The Revolution is here!' was to Paris in 1798. The 
Hebrew people were as ready to unsheath swords, pull up paving- 
stones, and build barricades in behalf of the new Kingdom, as 
the French were in behalf of liberty, equality and fraternity. 
It was no new word, this word 'Kingdom of Heaven'. It had 
long been on the lips of peasant and prophet, herdsmen ant 
statesmen, fishermen and rabble* It wae eleotrle with prep¬ 
aration, dynamic with memories, charged with deeperatiem, 
longing, hope deferred. "* 


This was the religious atmosphere in whloh Jesus 


lived and presented His message* 


i 


In "Prophecy A History in Relation to the Messiah" 
p. 389-331. 

In "The Man on the street and Religion", p. 120. 
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8* The Mission of Jesus. 

Vo one earn read the record of the life of Jesus with¬ 
out being impressed with Hie sense of mission* ”1 must be about 
my Father's buelnese" Is the keynote of His life* Juat what did 
He eoneslve the Father's will for Him to be, and what was the 
underlying purpose of Hie life? Without attempting an ex¬ 
haustive consideration of thle question, we believe that Els 
mission Involved, at least, the following points: 

(a) The Bevelatlon of God. The supremo need of 
man le that he may have a definite, comprehensive and true eem- 
oeptloa of God. His belief in this connection affeota the 
whole of life. The fanatloal dervish mutilates his body; the 
heathen mother gives her baby to the orooodlitas the faithful 
Indian widow la burned upon the funeral pyre of her husband; 
the pious monk withdraws to the desert wilderness; the Psalmist 

\r 

orlss out, "0 daughter of Baylon, that art to be destroyed. 

Happy shall he be that resnrdeth thee as thou has served us: 
Happy shall he be that taketh and daeheth thy little ones 
against the rook”; the German Emperor (among others! prays 
for victory over the enemy in battle - all these are based on 
varying conceptions of God* 

In nature, in the groat religious leaders and prophets 
of the world, in our own inner solves, do wo find partial 
witnesses of God* In Josus Christ, His Son, ws have a complete 
and final revelation* "Many were the forms and fashions in 
whloh God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets, but in 
these days at the end he has spoken to us by a Son. " In this 

disoussion we are primarily concerned with the attitude and 
purpose of God toward Hie Children ao revealed by Jesus Christ. 

The love of God io no passive affection* In Joous 
we see God going out in eager search or, His lost ehildren* "Tor 
God loved the world so dearly that He gave up His only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life, in- 

_ _ _ 

stead of perishing*^) God did not send His Son into the world to 
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pu« sentence on it, but to ura the world by Him." "Tell 

%£ a Ben hue a hundred sheep and one of t)Mm straye, will he 
hot leave the ninety-’nine sheep on the hills and go in search 
of the one that has strayed? And if ho happens to find it, I 
toll you ho rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine 
that never went astray. So it is not the will of your father 
in heaven that a single one of those little ones should bo 
lost." " X a* the good shepherds a good shepherd lays down 
his om life for the sheep." 

Xh the gift of ale only son, we see God drawing nlgrf 
in a new way of love and mercy to all non, and through Jesus 
we gain a now view of the Righteousness, Justice and Holiness 
of God. Ve find the former conception recorded in the Law: 

"Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for Stripe."* 

It lo this eoneeptlon that underlies such passages as II. Kings 
2:£3-24: "And Elisha wont up from thenee unto Bethel: and as 
he mo going up by the way, there cone forth little children 
out of the city, and mocked bin, and said unto hin. Go up, thou 
bald head; go up, thou bald head. And ho turned bask, and 
looked on thm, and oursed them In the name of the Lord. And 
there came forth two ahe-beare out of the wood, and taro forty 
and two children of them." 

Or again, I. Samuel 16:1-11: "And Samuel said unto 
Saul, Jehovah eent me to anoint thee to be king over his psopls, 
over Israel; now therefore, hearken thou unto the voice of the 
words of Jehovah. Thua oaith Jehovah of hosts, I have marked 
that which Analek did to Israel, how ho set himself against 
him in the way, when he earns up out of Egypt. Bow go end smite 
Analek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them 
not; but slay both men and woman. Infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass... And Saul smote the Amalekltee, from 
Havllah ae thou goest to Shur, that lo before Egypt. And he 
1 Exodus 81:84,25. 










took A gag the king of the Amalekltoo alive, and utterly 
destroyed all the people with the edge of the eword. But Saul 
•nl the people spared A gag, and the boot of the aheap and of 

the oxen.*. Then earns the word of Jehovah unto Samuel saying, 

4*jl 

It repenteth me that I have sot up Saul to he king; for h±s la 
turned book from following me, and hath not performed my command¬ 
ments. «. Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to mo A gag the king 
of the Amalekitea. And A gag oame unto him cheerfully. And 
Agag said, surely the bitterness of death io past. And Samuel 
said. As thy sword hath made women ohildlees, ao Shall thy 
mother be ehildleae among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieoae before Jehovah in Gllgal." 

In those passages we find Ood ooneelved ae the great 
King and Lawgiver* The prophet of Jehovah must not be held up 
to aoorn, hence the Divine Avenger sends the bears to devour 
the playful children. The oho eon people of Jehovah must not bo 
enslaved or destroyed, and Justice demands that the killing of 
the Israelites be answered by the oomplete extermination of tho 
Amalekltoe. Because of hie failure to oarry out thle anni¬ 
hilation of the enemy, the wrath of Jehovah is poured upon Saul, 
and the prophet Samuel proceeds to how in plooos tho hated king 
Agag. "An eye for an eye" is the Justice of the Law, 

We are not holding up to rldleulo this ooneeption 
of Sod's Justice. It was far higher than tho attitude of 
other pooplos of that age. Indeed, this same principle guides 
the thinking and oonduot of tho vast majority of tho human race 
even today. When a man commits murder or does some dooA of 
violeneo. Just lee demands that hie om life be taken as a 
penalty. Our whole criminal law is based upon this idea of 
justloo. 

It is only when contrasted with the revelation of Ood 
in Jesus Christ that this idea seems so crude and repulsive. In 
the mini of Jeeus tho Bight eouenees. Just lee and Holiness of 
God find expression in His Badeeming Love. Hot in protecting 







86 - 


== 


Bit lava from violation, nor in taking Tengeanoo upon the wrong- 
4oer t but in changing the heart of the tranagreasor la Hia energy 
expended* The redemption of the sinner - that is, the changing 
of hie attitudes and eonduot - la all that the JUstloe of Cod. 
denjande. For the Christian the former notione of justice and 
punishment are superseded by Jesus' eoneeptlon of Love and 
Redemption. Cod does not give His children that whioh they so 
rich deserve - or else there would be no hope for aay of us - 
but rather He gives ua what we need to enable ua to follow in 
Hia way of life* 

It la of fundamental importance to our dleouaslon that 
we carefully distinguish between the old and new ideas of Cod* 

If we aooept the theory whioh rune through muoh of the Old 
Testament that Cod visits divine punishment upon wrong-doers in 
this world, we are perplexed as to how it could be possible for 
a few men to plunge a whole world Into the horros of war* As 
one man said, "I can't understand why Cod does not strike the 
Kaiser dead In hie tracts. n This man held to the former oon- 

oeption of Cod. 

Jeeue* idea of Cod ia that He does net send special 
punishment upon Individuals or nations in this world, such as 
men formerly believed Him to do, but rather the good ma the 
bad are to live side by side until the Day of Separation (see 
r^tthew 18:80). This is not to say that nan does not have to 
pay the penalty for breaking natural or moral laws, for it still 
remains true that the harvest is after the manner of sowing. 

Sven Cod'e love does not remove the penalty of transgression. 

It ie true that Jesus' dlsolplee did not quickly graep 
the significance of this new eoneeptlon of Cod - just as thsy 
failed te understand the necessity of Jesus' passion and many 
other incident e and lees one from His life and teachings - and 
they wanted to oall down fire from heaven on the unbelieving 
towns. Sven after Jesus' death they still saw in a glass darkly 
and believed that Cod sent special destructive punishment upon 
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certain wrong-deers. But from the life and teaching of Jesus 
Himself we have every reason to believe that God does not In 
this world destroy the life of the wrong-doer ae a special 
punishment or ae a warning to others* 

It oannot he repeated too often that the Rlgrteonsnese, 
Justioe and Love of Jems Christ JLs the Holy Love 

•}it CLn/ntr Ctrr-C(X»<~ 

oannot he less loving and T or giving than is Jesus 
forgive His enemies while they are oruolfying Bln, God can end 
does forgive His erring children, even while they are in their 
sin* Again we say, His love la so great that He gives Himself 
to the uttermost in seeking to bring them book into His fold* 

The old idea in which God is represented as being angry with Els 
children, and in which Jesus beoause He is sore compassionate 
pleads with the Father for their sake, hae no foundation in the 
Gospels* Slothing is needed to change God's attitude toward men; 

Indeed nothing oan change the seeking love of God for His 
ohildren* God ie love - out reaching, redeeming love that never 
despairas holy, s&orifiolal love that is earnestly seeking to 
give abundant and eternal life to His children, 

(b) The Inauguration of the Kingdom of cod. The 
greater part of the teaching of Jesus centers about the Kingdom 
of God. We have already noted that in the mind of the populace 
this Kingdom was to be national in its scopes only the ohosen 
people of Israel were-to be the recipients of its bounty* Hut 
Josub had an entirely different conception of the Kingdom* Zt 
Is not be be political in its nature, nor is it to be confined 
to any group Of people or nations it la to be spiritual in its 
essence, and is to be open to every person In every land* 

"The Kingdom, as Jesus spoke Of it, had a double sig¬ 
nificance. It was something present in Himself, end present, 
in its germ at least, in the hearts of men opened to God - some¬ 
thing to be manifested in a growing and developing form in this 
world, or in the time then presents but it wae also something that 
should earns from God in all its fullness at the 'consummation 
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Of the age', and which should sun on Into the eternal future. 

There Is no contradiction between those two aspects of the 
Kingdom: the one is simple the culmination of the other.* m 
another way, the Kingdom had also a double significance. It 
mas both subjective and objective in its relation to God. Zt 
was the reign of God in the hearts of men; yet it was something 
which came from God Himself, and from God only. Its coming was 
the Gospel that Jesus preached to the people; it was the drawing 
nigh of God In Hla Grace with the Forgiveness of their sine and 
unto their Salvation. Although with Jesus the Kingdom was not, 
in its essence, anything ontsard, but inward and spiritual, it 
was always something that was to cons from God Himself, His 
drawing nigh in His Graoe, the fulfilment of His great promises 
in the Prophets, the ending of the dark days of bondage and 
misery, the bringing in of a new era of Redemption -ond Blessing. 
Membership in this Kingdom was the same thing as Salvation; it 
was sonship to Gfod and all that pertained thereto. 

This is the kind of a Kingdom that Jesus set forth. 

(e) The Revelation of the Reality of Sin and the 
Redemption of Man. Jesus makes no attempt to explain the 
origin of ain. He simply recognises it as a terrible fact. It 
le never pleasant to meditate upon sin, and there is quite a 
general tendency in our dey to tone it down or to pass it off 
lightly. Hot so with Jesus, He draws a clear out distinction 
between right end wrong. His definition of sin is entirely 
different mm the religious leaders of His time. Sin for Him 
is not such a trivial thing as breaking tbs law of tbs Sabbath 
or failing to keep the fast days. Sin is the violation sf the 
two great laws of life: "You must love the lord your God with 
your whole heart, with your whole soul, and with your Aole mind. 
This is the greatest and chief command. There is a seoond like 
it: you must love your neighbor as yourself. w * 

1 f. 1. Walker, The Gross and the Kingdom, p. IBS, 184. 

* Matthew 82:57-40 (Uoffatt) 
















Bln is awful t© Bin beoause It destroys personal 
relationships - human sad divine. It is no abstraction, nor is 
it simply missing the mark with reference to the Law, Justice 
or Honor, as these tens are popularly interpreted* The worst 
thing shout sin is that it separates man from God and if con¬ 
tinued in excludes nan from Bis Kingdom* Hot only are its 
effeets destructive to man, it glues positive pain to the loving 
heart of the Father* Baa's sin sorely grieves and dlstrasaes 
Bod* All 8In is anti-social, "no mam llveth unto himself", sad 
certainly no man's sin is oonflned to himself* Sin directly 
harms another or it prevents the sinner from living a life of 
the greatest usefulness and helpfulness* 

In himself nan has no power to got free of ain, and 
the oase seems without hope* St* Paul is only voicing a universal 
feeling when he eries out: "I am a oreature of the fleeh, in 
the thraldom of ain* I cannot understand oqr om notions; 1 do 
not sot as I want to aot; on the contrary, I do what I detest •• 

X went to do what is hut the wrong is all I oan manage; 

1 cordially agree with God's law, so far as my inner self is 
oonoemed, but then I find quite another law in my members which 
conflicts with the law of my mind and makes me a prisoner to 
sin's law that resides in my members. Thus, left to myself, I 
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I servo the 
law of sin. Miserable wretch that I amt Who will reseus me 
from this body of death.” 1 

"If God is to open the Kingdom of Heaven to men, it 
mast bo on grounds other than anything as yet in themtelves* 

Left to themselves, their ease seems utterly hopeless* God 
Himself must come to them, to their help and salvation. Bo more 
enforcement of Law, with its spiritual requiremente made manifest; 
no stern eall to repent ease; no awful plotnre of the doom Of 
the lost; no preaching of the blessedness of the Kingdom; no 
representation of the Love of the waiting Father, can effect 
it: God Himself must some to them in Hie Grace, and, in spite 
1 Romans 7:14,16, £1-25 (Hoffatt) 



















-69 


\ 

of tholr sla and worthiness, bo their Saviour. "* 

Ihno the mloelon of Jesus involves the revelation of 
the loving and suffering heart of God, the proclamation 
inauguration of the King!on of Cod, the revelation of the 
reality and hideouts ness of sin, the asauranoe of forgiveness, 
and the gift of power to overcome Bln* 

S* She Method of Joans. 

(•) Methods Ho Poollttod* In thla dlsouBslon, an 
extremely important .question for us la, Wm Jesus over oonfro gtgd 
Mth a oonerote war situation . and «u He ever compelled to moke 
a decision as to His own attitude toward the method of war? 

There is quite a general tendency on the part of Christian 

leaders today te answer In the negative* Is their oonoluslon 

* 

justified, in velw of the actual historical facts? 

Ve have already noted that Bis own country was a 
previnoe of the Roman Empire and that His countrymen wore 
subjected te all manner of cruelty and tyranny at the hand of the 
conqueror. Furthermore, the great majority of the Jewish 
leaders ae well as the populace were eagerly looking forward 
to the promised Messiah who should deliver them from bondage 
and restore Israel to her former gloxy. wo have alee soon that 
Jesus regarded Himself as the Messiah, and that Hio mission 
involved the proclamation and inauguration of the Kingdom* By 
what means should the Kingdom some to pass. ? In the very 
nature of the ease, Jesus must have spent muoh time in seeking 
the solution to this problem. It so sms preposterous to believe 
that Jesus should fail to oonsidor the one means which In the 
the minds of His countermen seemed adequate to deal with the 
actual situation; namely, the alternative of war . 

Ve believe that George D. Herron la right when he 
•ays: "There are lndieations that Jesue met, in temptatlohs 
beyond our power of sympathy to interpret, the question of rev¬ 
olution* Civilisation was a Homan dominion, waving one vast. 

Splendid, slave-pen of the earth, with suiolAo the only escape 
Bov* v. L* walker, The cross and the Kingdom, p. 198, 
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tor fettered, orushed and despairing lives. Rosen Tirtuee had 
heen terrible. Bat idien these virtues were dissolving in still 
nore terrible vlees, the earth beoame the arena of unftitig&tsd 
suffering, seeming like the creation of devils. Could anything 
prevail against this exhausted system, save the attack of forese 
of its own kind - fereee it oould understand? 

"Sben there mo the Jewish Church, which made nerohan- 
dlse of the truth, dealing out past inspirations ae religious 
waroa, while it was rejeotlng the Cod of the living. Hew oould 
Cod get at the world through each misery in society and tyranny 
in state, through suoh moral atheism in organised relgion, save 

A 

in the revolution of terrific and destructive forces? ihe people 
would aooept with universal acclamation and joy the advent end 
progress of suoh a deliverance • And history has never dreamed 
of such a revolutionist as Jesus would have boon had he taken 
the Bword." 1 

Contrary to the expeotatlons of the Jewish people, 
the Kingdom Is not to oome by brilliant vietorios on the battle¬ 
field} nor are the enemies of the Kingdom to bo resitted by the 
sword. Jesus says that we must not only refrain from killing, 
we must also restrain our anger. He contrasts Hie Kingdom with 
that of the Centlles} who "lord it over them". Bo man is to 
bo eoacellod to oome into Hio Kingdom. All of its members must 
enter of their own free will. According to Jeeus, the method 
of the military conqueror cannot be Hie say. 

SO have established a new civilisation through the 
use of forces the world oonld then have understood would have 
been the failure of the King? ns of Cod. 'ven if He had been 
able to overthrow completely the power of Romea militarism amt 
to set up a deomooratio government of justice and righteousness 
it would not have ushered la the Kingdom or even have hastened 
its earning. Bet even the added power of the King's throne or 
the President's Chair, the opportunity of governing a nation in 

righteousness and justlee, and leading the people into new ideals 
la "Between o&eesr and Jesus”, p. BBS, £69. 
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ad fait as they, ware ready for then, would have Increased the 
effectlreneee of Jesus' work, or else Be would haws adopted that 
method* 

The question as to whether or not Palestine eould 
hare succeeded in throwing off the yoke of Boas sas not the 
determining faotor In Jesus' deeislon* As a natter of hist or leal 
Tact, however, the Ifacoabees had suooeded under as great diffi¬ 
culties, and that without the aid of "the ten legions of angels" 
which Jesus had at His disposal. She question as to whether a 
given method was likely to succeed had nojf hearing whatever 
upon the choieee of Jesus. He followed ideale and principles 
of life irrespective of their consequences to Himself and His 
friends. If the method of warfare eould have aohleved the 
purpose for whioh He lived end died, unquestionably He would 
have aeoeded to the wishes of Hie countrymen and adopted lt*~ 

He refused it because He saw that even apparent success by means 
of this method would have defeated the very end He sought to 
attain. 

However, Jesus did not go to the other extreme 
adopt an attitude of passive unconcern and doolie submission 
to the wrongs inflicted upon Him and Hie people. We believe 
that the man who says that Jesus taught and praotieed non- 
resistance falls to understand Hie spirit* The world has never 
seen such a re slater as was Jesus. He does not give acquis s- 
eenoe to conditions as He finds them. He opposae evil with rll 
the might and power of His being. His life is a continuous and 
heroic struggle against evil. 

Hot did Jeeup adopt the aeoetio solution of the problem 
of sin. He did net join Himself to the Essenes, who were settled 
in monastic eommunitles near the Bead Sea, and who endeavored 
to reach absolute religious purity through strict abstemiousness 
and cleanliness. Jesus did not choose isolation from society as 
the means of establishing the Kingdom. "I pray not that thou 
wilt take them out of the world.** 
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Hot by seaas of the sword, nor by pass ire submission, 
nor by fleeing to tbs desert, did Jesus seek to establish tbs 
Kingdom. 

(b) The Cross. Ibis is tbs method of Jeeus; this 

death which Cioero describes as "the cruellest, tbs foulest of 
punishments" * lbs agony on tbs cr o ss is the culmination of His 
way of life; tbs most startling* revolut ionary, dynamic way In 
all his tory. It is tbs paradox of tbs ages: "a stumbling- 
block to the Jews, sheer folly to the Gentiles, but «v a Christ 
who is tbs power of God and tbo wisdom of God." 

Love was Bis only weapon. He was the living embed!- 
ment of His own teaching concerning love - toward God and man. 
Be, who bad given the world a heart of infinite love sad a lift 
of unbounded servlet, is basely deserted by Bis olosest friends, 
dsnisd by Bis boldest disciple, rolontlsssly persecuted by tbs 
religious loadsre, betrayed with a treacherous kiss, dragged 
from His hour of agony by armed men, unjustly tried, taunted and 
insulted, spat upon, buffettod and compelled to bear His oross 
of Sheas, Els quivering flesh nailed to a tree between two 
criminals; and yet, even when dying in torture. Be ories, 
"Tether, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing." 
"Once in tbs history of the world there was found a nan who 
Wholly trusted to the ultimate victory of love. All through 
Hie life He refused to use any means which love could not 
sanctify." 

Then confronted with the question of human freedom. 

Be west to the bottom of tbo problem. Be saw that unless men's 
hearts wore changed, freedom from Borne would simply mean an 
exchange of masters* To destroy the oppressors of a nation, 
ie not Jesus' way of bringing freedom to its eltisens. "Tear 
not them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; 
but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell." Jesus came to deliver men from bondage, not that 
occasioned by the military oppressor, but the slavery of their 




















•• ***• 7* la ay word, then are ye truly ay disciples; 

7* Aall Know the truth, and the truth Shall make you free*" 
Real freedon is not a racial, national or international problem: 
it is personal* Paul, loaded with ohalns and sating his prison 
fere, knows no master, save Ones Caesar, exercising authority 
oyer, tens of tho u sands and dining in royal style. Is driven hy 
■any passions* Jesus) with His crown of thorns and cup of gall, 
is frees Pilate, with hie diadem of gold end glass of wine, is 
slave* "If the Son tfoall make you free, you Shall ho free 
indeed." 

Bis law of love is the very corner* at one of the spirit 
of Jesus. He saaotiohs no method save that of love* His whole 
life ie a testimony to His conviction that love never fails* ¥?o 
never find Him inquiring whether it is likely to suooood, or 
whether under the existing eisoumstaaoes, in a world not yot 
ready for Him end His spirit, it is practicable* Bo goes con¬ 
fidently forward in the spirit of love, regardless of the fast 
that it is to cost Him and His friends their lives* 

Because Jesus* Kingdom is a realm of redeemed 
children of Cod, He was compelled to refuse the sword and is 
follow the way of the orose. They represent two opposing prin¬ 
ciples of life* She sword produces barbarism, the orose brings 
tenderness; the sword destroys the sanctity of human life, the 
cross gives it priceless value; the sword deadens conscience, 
the cross deepens spiritual perception; the sword causes hatrsd, 
the oross compels lows; the sword mesas the attempt to kill 
your foo, the cross symbolises the willingness to die in seeking 
to save your enemy* Bins does the sword differ f*«s the cross* 
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-SIi_THK IKD HIPPO, Ai m tut. q- mg CHOSS 

I. The S upremacy of the Proas. 

In the eroBB we see the culmination of the great 
principle of vicarious sacrifice which enters so deeply into 
human life, it is the climax ef a particular say of sa& outlook 
upon life, and is the supreme Illustration of a principle that 
&3B*** 8 to all, "Christ's acceptance of His Cross of unmerited 
and cruel suffering.was an acknowledgement of the necessity, 
and of the Justice and Goodness of that Birins order which melees 
suffering a fact of human experience, and which so often boom 
harsh and indlseriainatlng in its operation* He hewed to the 
Divine necessity for the suffering of the innocent through the 
sins of the guilty, which is a part of the wider experience of 
suffering in the world* He did this because He belonged te our 
Humanity - because He was a member - even the Head - of a race 
vfaloh is a unity. And He thus tenches us how to take the share 
of suffering that ocees to us as members of a race that is 
truly one - to accept as that which Cod permits in HU all- 
embracing order of the world to oome upon us even un¬ 

de served, and not coming directly from His hand, and to bear it 
in the spirit ef one who seeks to render service to, or to help, 
his fellows in so aaoeptlng and bearing suffering*" 1 

W* believe, with Professor George Adam smith, that 
"if we are to get our fellows to believe in the redemptive virtue 
ef Christ's Cross, it will be by proving to them that vicarious 
suffering and its ethical value are no arbitrary enactments of 
God, but natural to life, and inevitable wherever sin and holi¬ 
ness, guilt and love, encounter and contend*" 8 u the prin¬ 
oiple of the Cross is to be found the supreme ideal of all life. 

That Jesus Christ claims absolute supremacy cannot 
be denied. The Kingdom ef God is te oome through Him. "I am 

i j* Walker, The Cross sad the Kingdom, p. 263. 

Modern Criticism and the Preaching of the Old 

Testament, p, 172* 















be hungry#* 
and X will refresh you," 


the real and living way: no one comes to the Father exoept by 
—Ti e of me." "X cm the Gate; whoever enters by me will be 
saved." "X am the bread of life) he she a ones to me will never 
”0— unto m, all who are laboring and burdened, 

"X am nyself resurrect Ion and life*" 

"X an sene that they may have life and have It to the full." 

Be claims supreme loyalty on the part of Bis followers* 
"Follow no” la His suanons* Be ealls men to His way of life. 

"If anyone wishes to pome after me, let him deny himself, take 

> ‘ 

up his cross, anfl to follow me." "He who loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of mat he who loves son or 
daughter more than mo is not worthy of mei^s he who will not 
take his cross end fellow after ne lo not worthy of no. nothing 
Whatever must be allowed stand between Jesus and hie disciples - 
not even loved ones or nation. 

It is quite true that Jesus recognised the sphere of 
the state, in the statement, "dive Caesar what belongs to Caesar." 
Be paid taxes and never renounced the authority ef the state* 

But this Is only a half-truthi He likewise said, "Give God What 

A 

belongs to God", and "Seek he first the Kingdom of God." 

St. Paul also upholds the state, especially in the 
thirteenth chapter of Homans, which Is one of the strongholds 
for those who seek his aid in the justification of war* Open 
closer inspection of the teaching of St* MU* however, the most 
that can be said in thiB connection is that the authority of the 
state le to be recoanleea and obeyed only In ao far as It does 
not conflict with the higher law of God . What are ww td gather 
from the following words by St. Fault "3very subject mast obey 
the government-author!ties, for no authority exists apart from 
God| the existing authorities have been constituted by God. 

Henoe anyone Who resists authority la opposing the divine 
order, and the opposition will bring judgment on themselves#* 
the magistrate is God's servant for your benefit. But if you 
do wrong, you may well bo alarmedj a magistrate does not wield 






















- 66 - 

tbe power of the a word for nothing, ho la God's servant for 
the infliction of divine vengeance upon evil-doers." 1 

Does the nan who uses this passage aa a just if loot Ion 
of war understand St, Paul to mean that all rulora are avengers 
for God and at all times entitled to the aimed support of every 
citizen? Does this passage mean that the young Turkish Christian 
In the days of Abdul Hamid would have to regard the Emperor as 
the minister of God, and do hie bidding even to the slaying of 
the innocent? Ton say. Certainly not, beoause the wicked Abdel 
Hamid was not a Christian emperor* Have ee forgotten that the 
very ruler to shorn St* Paul referred was a pagan emperor? 

What then does St* Paul mean to te&oh in this 
connection? Simply that rulers and laws are necessary and may 
be instruments of good, and that in so far as they are good, 
they ore to bo obeyed* If tbs commend of the ruler is contrary 
to the law of Christ, our answer mast be the same aa was St* 
Paul's to the Homan smpsr s x oomo&ndor when ordered te cease 
witnessing for the Hasten n 7.'e must Obey God rather than man*" 
Hons of us believe that rulers are infallible or that 
their commands should constitute our standard of right end wrong* 
In itself the method of war is either right or wrong, quite 
apart from the belief of the ruler, end his oammctud does not 
determine whether our participation in It is moral or immoral. 
Therefore, the Christian oitlsen must come to his decision on 
a basis of the spirit and teaching of Jesus, quite independently 
of the command of the ruler* To say that Jesus and St. Paul 
recognize the function of the State is not to say that they 
command the Christian to participate in war when ordered to do 
so by the ruler of the nation* 

The same method of interpretation that Justifies 
mar on a basis of the passage we have Just quoted, also upholds 
the divine right of Icings, 

As a matter of foot, is not the real attitude of 8t* 
Paul toward the method of wax indicated in the versos that 

1 Homans 13*1-4 (Uoffatt) 
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immediately precede the ones we have Just quoted? "Hover pay 

never 

book evil for evil to anyone ( acetat e return poison gas for poison 
ges or sir raid for air raid) .. He, if your enewi Is hungry, 
feed him (do net starve him by means of submarines, sines or 
battleship blockades) , if he is thirsty, give htw> to drink) 
for in this say you will oaks him foel a burning sense of shnmo, I 

Do not lot evil got the better of you) got the bettor of evil 
by doing good,” 4 la it possible so to interpret St. Paul's 
wonderful chapter on love*as to piece him in the group of those 
who sanction end commend the method of war? 

We realise that St* Paul had the Individual in mind 
when he wrote these words. Indeed practically all of the 

*L 

\ teaching of Jesus and^the writers of the How Testament ant is 
addressed to individuals and net to States. While Jesus 
worked primarily with the individual, nevertheless His principles 
and ideals are also applicable to nations. In the very nature 
of the case this must be so. If the principles of Jesus are 
not supremo for the state then they break down as the highest 
law for the individual. There can be no such thing as a dual 
standard of conduct for the Christian citizen; he cannot follow 
the law of Christ and at the same tine fellow a conflicting 
law of the state. It is not possible for him to cease to bo 
an individual and to become merely a cog in the wheel of state. 

If it is wrong for an individual to return evil for evil, it is 
likewise wrong for states to follow tills procedure, and the 
. fact that the individual is noting In an official capacity does 
not make this practice justifiable. If it Is wrong to destroy 
the lives of his fellowmen, the fact that ho is wearing the 

v 

uniform of hie country does not make a wrong action to be right* 

If a given principle Is his criterion of right and wrong as an 
individual Christian, this same prlnolple must of necessity be 
his standard of conduct as a citizen of the state. He must 
follow the Christian ideal even if it brings? him into conflict 
with the state, 

1 Honan. 18.17-21 • i Corinthian, la. . 
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HOW osn it svsr to right for a Christian to surrender 
hi to aaif completely to a military aachlne^whioh admits that it 
is mot animated by ethical or moral ooni iereti ons and which 
orders him to perform deeds that are directly contrary to the 
spirit and example of Jem*? How earn a msa mrsue a coarse 
of action that Is anti-Christian in its very nature, and at the 

seas time follow the way of Jesus? 

Many men* while recognising that war ie wrong* are 
Justifying participation in this present eonflist on the ground 
that it >»»■ been mads inevitable by the sins of society, and 
that under existing conditions there is no other method of 
preserving human freedom, mey admit that if the people of 
even one nation would practice the principle of loro and refuse 
to the enemy, war would bo unnecessary. But since it is 
impossible In this present world of sin to got ewsn a decant 
proportion of the men of sny nation to follow the example of 
Christ and always return good for eril, war is the only adequate 
■tens of resisting. Consequently, it is our Christian duty te 

do "our bit" in the battle* 

What this confession really amounts to, it seems to 

us, is this: If our neighbors will be guided by the law of 
love as Interpreted by Jesus, we will likewise adopt this standard* 
but if our neighbors refuse to follow this method, our Christian 
duty la to enlist with our countrymen and resist the. enemy with 
Shot and Shell. We confess our Inability te find any such doctrine 
in the teaching or practice of Jesus. He makes no mention of 
the fact that a man's conduct is to bo determined by the attitude 
or actions of hie neighbors. Rather, "Every man shall give am 
acoount of himself." 

fo say that the way of the Cross must be supreme in our 
llmi doss not mean that we shall cease te be patriotic or be 
released from serviee to the nation. We need a bow d efinition 
of patriotism taA a new scale of values by msans of which a man’s 
loyalty sad service to his country may be gaged. In the peat 
the military virtues have been allowed te overshadow all others. 

















Ou has only to glance through the pages of history or to visit 
the great cathedrals of the world and note those heroes who 
occupy the chief places of honor, to have this thought vividly 
impressed upon him. Paring soldiers and sailors who have r ottered 



conspicuous Military cr naval service, hut whose personal lives 
were notoriously corrupt and die solute, are lauded ae national 
heroes and ideals* Sven ae we write theee words, looking across 
the Seine, we see the gilded tower beneath which are the earthly 
remains of the great hero of Sranoe* Chi nave of Kapoleon 
Bonaparte stands out preeminently in all french history* And yet 
it would he difficult to find a nan whose ideals and methods are 
further removed from the principle of the Creea of Christ than 
these of this truly great military genius* 

Vs Must recognize that it is only by giving supreme 
allegiance to the way of the Oroee that we become the moet loyal 
citizens of the State* If, ae Kaszlnl says, "no impure man oan 
be a true patriot", it is equally true that no man with wrong 
ideals and wrong methods oan be a true patriot* Vho was the 
truest patriot, Jesus or the zealot? Who had the welfare of 
his country meat at heart, Jesus or the fanatic with dreams of 
Israel ae a world-empire? Who made the greatest contribution 
to the welfare of the nation, Jesus or the moet victorious 
captain? Every true patriot must have as hla goal: "Above 
all nations is humanity." 

v&cn we say that we believe the redeeming love of the 
oross to be supreme, we do not mean that good tees not came from 
other methods* It cannot be denied that good may, and in fact 
doos.eome from evil Itself. The crucifixion of Chriet was "the 
worst wrong that history records or that the mind can conceive, 
the greateet miscarriage of justice, the greatest apparent 
triumph sf evil over good, of might over right, of Shame ever 
glory* And if out of thle one greatest wrong, out of the dhow 
and pain end defeat, out of this darkness, end desolation end 


death, God could bring light and life and Immortality, then out 













of any Buffering, out of any evil, out of any death, God can 
bring ultimate good.” In spite of this fast, however, none of. 
ue are quite willing to adnlt that the nailing of Jesus to the 
arose was a praiseworthy deed* 

Undoubtedly, great sad lasting good has resulted from 
many wars In the past* We Americans point with pride to the 
results of our War of Xndependsnoe and Civil 3ar* Is loyal 
American can fall to glory In the spirit of Washington and 
Lincoln. Surely the. freedom of the colonies and the emanci¬ 
pation of the slaves were notable achievements* But are we not 
blind to the faots when so say that this freedom could only bo 
aooompliSbed by moans of warfare end bloodshed? Has net 
slavery been Abolished in England? Does not the oltlsen of 
Canada or Australia possess equal freedom with the native-born 
American? low did England free her slaves, and by tfiat mesas 
did Canada and Australia achieve their liberty? ~e glory in 
the spirit of Washington, Lincoln, Grant, Lee and Jackson alike, 
but we eazmot believe that the method of war is over justifiable 
or the best way out* 

As we have already noted, good results oertalnly have 
some end will continue to ocme from the present war. Wo stand 
awed and humbled in the presence of the courage, devotion tm d 
sacrifice of men, women and children alike in all of the nations 
now at war* nothing oould be further from our widh than to 
reflect in any way upon the spirit of countless thousands and 
even millions of men and women who have given their very all for 
country. 'Share has been a magnificent response In every on# of 
the warring nations* That many millions of men and women of 
varied raoes should so forget self as gladly to give their 
lives in the effort to save others should give us real Joy and 
lasting satisfaction* Surely wo shall not soy that all of this 
is In vain* 

Our belief? that war is contrary to the way of the 
orose Is not based on any theory of the use of foree* 3e are 










la hearty agreement with Professor Hogg when he says that the 
nee of force la itself is wither moral nor immoral* we also 
agree with hr* Thomas, la his thought-provoking little book, 

"file Immorality of loa-Bssistanoe", that absolute non-reels tones 
to evil Is Immoral* We believe that Jesus taught resistance to 
evil as the great duty of His followers* Hie whole life was a 
grand protect against evil wherever he found it* Is we interpret 
Sis teaching by His life, we do net believe that He neeeosorily 
condemns the use of all physical force la the bringing about of 
moral ends* 

But there io a vast difference between admitting this 
and saying that Jesus sanctions or commends the method of warfare* 
There may be much truth in the eld adage, "Spare the rod, end 
spoil the child", and sometimes the teacher, prompted by hie v e r y 
love for the pupil, may administer physical punishment with 
beneficial results* But If tbs teacher should carry the use of 
foroe to the extent of taking the life of the boy. Should we say 
that this use of ferae la a manifestation of love? There are 
instances where the use of phyeloal force may be the means of 
prevent lug a crime and instrumental la redeeming the criminal* 

But If by the use of force we destroy the life of the criminal, 
do we not automatically sever our laet opportunity of rendering 
him any eervice? It may be that "there are times when the beet 
way to show our love for a man is by fighting him", but la there 
ever an occasion whoa we can redeem a man by killing him? 

we believe the State is justified in restraining tbs 
c rimin al and la separating him temporarily from society, for the 
purpose of redeeming him. But we cannot reconcile the guillotine, 
the scaffold, the eleetrle chair or the sword with the redeeming 
love of the oroes. 

The use of fores in war is Immoral, we believe, be- 
eause ita purpose Is destruction, net redemption* When we apeak 
Of the redemption of war , we mean the redemption of our own 
lives, our loved ones, our countrymen, "humanity" or "the world* - 
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a«T«T the redemption of the enemy lying dead In the trenches. 

The n ee ef force _ .moral or iianorai t a pr oportion t to its 
redeeming power «pw the person against whom it is direoted • 

It is sometimes said that Jesus would not go to war 
beoau.ee of His profession: as a prophet of righteousness. He had 
S' different mission to fulfill* Wo are not snore that Jesus over 
said anything about a different standard of rlgit and wrong for 
members of various professions* Hot do wo anywhere find Him say¬ 
ing that He is guided by different principles from those that 
are to be followed by His disciples. If He is our full end complete 
ideal and example* then that whleh was right for Him* during 
His earthly career* cannot bo wrong for us* and that which was 
wrong for Him cannot be right for us* as His followers* So 
say that there are different standards of morality for differ¬ 
ent professions is to destroy true righteousness. Partici¬ 
pation in war is right for us in so far as it is right for 

Jesus* and it is wrong for us in so far as it is wrong for Kim* 

Can there be any doubt In the minds of those of us who 

regard Jesus as the Divine Son of God* and who believe that He 

laid down His life seeking to give abundant life to all non* 
as to the relative merits of His end other methods of salvation? 
Could He be our highest ideal If He did not use the best of 
methods in seeking to save us? However mush of good there may 
be in other methods, can we doubt that His was the very boot 
of ell? If there was a best method for Jesus* is not that 
same method best for His disciples? If He applied the 
principle of love at all times end under all eiretaestanees. 

Should we not do likewise? If war for the liberty of God's 
chosen people sad a world ruled in righteousness by Jesus 
Himself was a thing to be rejected* what Shall wo say of an 
Amerloan or European war? 

The Kingdom of God is supvsms in its claim upon ths 
Christian* and the eall is for men to follow the way of Josaa 
with utter abandon - men who will enter with Him into the 











great adventure of life* risking all on the redeeming power of 
the cross. 

"This in nor oomnujadment to you, to love one another as 
Z have loved, you* So one has greater love • **«* this * a nan 
laying ten his life for his fkierts* You are ny friends if 
you do what i eoma&A you* . This I e amend you to love oas 
another* If the world hates yon remember that it has first 
had me as the fixed, object of its hatred* • If they have per* 
seen ted me, they will also persecute you*” "But I command 
you all, love your enemies, and pray for your persecutors) 
that so you nay beoomo true sons of your father in Heaven*" 

S. The Practicability of the of the Cross. 

Since August 1914 there has been a tremendous in¬ 
crease of the feeling that Christianity is net praotloable for 
this world* Zt nay have a message eoncoming the Hew Jeru¬ 
salem, but It oaxrnot solve the problems of Berlin, London or 
Washington* It may bo all right for women and children, and 
oven old men who live in the aeeluded spots of the earth, but 
it has no place in the busy thoroughfares, market places or 
tribunals of mankind. Luring those months there has boon an 
avalanche of artlolos and books on "the failure of Christian¬ 
ity*" 

Hot a number of years prior to 1914 there was an 
indreasing feeling that the method of war was a barbarous and 
inhuma n method of settling International differences, and some 
oven went so far as to propheoy that war was a relic of the 
past: science, commerce, international law, socialism, and 
Christian ethioa had sealed its doom and into the scrap heap it 
must go* Then - as a bolt out of a clear sky - came those 
fatal days* Belgium was invaded* In the face of that 
situation, Christian fsluuiitte-e faded into the background* 
England declared war: mint else oould she do? She did not 
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mat to fight, but honor compelled her to stand by brave 
little Belgian. We are told that the method of Christlaa love 
mo utterly inadequate to meet this situation. As one 
eminent Christian leaders 'eeye: "To offer the eeoterlo 
Christian ethio for public use when national passion la 
rising or loose is to stroke a oroeodlle or tickle a tiger* 

The right and fit thing to do then is to fall back on an 
inferior ethio and wmMsZk make the best of it.” 1 

let us not drift into the believe that Jesus dealt 
abstraotly with human problems* He was face to faoe with 
a concrete situation not unlike in principle to that of 

r Belgium in 1914 . Germany invaded Belgium: Roman overran 

* 

Palestine| Germany imposed heavy taxes on the Belgians: 

Rome did the same with the Jews; Germany Shelled the great 
cathedral: Rome defiled and then destroyed'the holy templei 
the Germane murdered innooent Belgians: in this they were 
only following the example of Herod and Pilate. Was the 
gospel of redemptive love deemed inadequate to meet the 
situation In 1914? Let us not forget that the contemporaries 
of Jesus looked upon ‘Mils same gospel as utter folly. Yet 
He stedfastly followed this way and taught Bis disciples that 
they must same after Him* 

We hoar it said that the Christian in Bngland in 
1914 was placed in a dilemma end was compelled to 

ohooso between two evils* War Is wrong, but it was the looser 
evil* If this is true, then Josus was in e similar predicament 
end was compelled to do wrong - Whether He chose the lesser or 
greater evil* How could He do wrong and still bo absolutely 
sinlees? Bp, we oannot believe that Jesue ever did a wrong 
deed, nor do ww admit that participation in wrong doing Is 
ever necessary for Hie followers, with Dr. Campbell Morgen, 
we believe: "Jesue forever put an end to that Iniquitous 
combination of words found on the lips of eomo people: necess¬ 
ary evil," 

1 P* T. Forsyth, in "The Christian Ethic of War" 

p* 22* 


























militaristic imperialism against peaceful democracy, is It 
possible fbr the battlefield to determine which shall survive 

\ X 

In the worl^? nineteen centuries ago there was p£ similar earn* 
filet of ldemis, the Imperialism of Hone against the democracy 
of Jesus. Bows wen, Jesus see crucified, Jerusalem was rased 
to the ground, the disciples were scattered and persecuted. 

But even victory\for imperialism was defeat, and defeat for 
democracy was victory, imperial Borne has long sines fallen 
Into decay, but succeeding centuries have aees the democracy 

\ - jf 

of Jesus more triumphant. She fiercer the persecution, the 
more vigour cue has been the growth of Christian ideal a. It is 
preposterous to talk of militarism crushing democracy by 

victories on the battlefield .\ Great ideals simply cannot be 

/ \ 

destroyed In this fashion. neither militarism nor democracy 

oan be permanently destroyed by fdroe of arms. Even after 

/ \ 

scary months/Of unsurpassed fury of Combat, end after millions 

/ 

of lives have been slain, no single moral issue will have beam 
settle afby this car. 

Undoubtedly, the Christ lm is confronted with situations 


Granted that the present war is a struggle of ideals. 


from which there is no escape save at the cost of great coffer¬ 
ing and perhaps the loss of life. In this respect he is only 
following in the steps of his Easter* Jesus frankly warned His 
disciples of the dangers that would oome because of their follow¬ 
ing Bis teaching and example. Is it too much to say that Jesus 

knew something of the persecution that would eeme upon those who 

j *Sl 

following Hie method? Did Bo have any idea that Stephen would 
be stoned to death, and that the per scout or Saul would himself 
boooae the apostle of love, bearing in hls own body the marks 
of hls service? When Be spoke of sending them forth as lambs 
among wolves, did He have a presentiment that some of them, 
because of having followed Hls method, would most violent death 
In the arena with the lion and tiger, as the jewel-bedecked 
royalty of Home looked mercilessly on? was it altogether 
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teyond Ele conception to think of the cruel persecution by 
Emperor Kero of innocent women and children, whose only crime 
M that they followed Hie method of lore? Yea. Jesus knew that 
His followers would suffer persecution end death because of 
their allegiance to Him and Hla spirit of love. He told them 
that the day would acme when men would think they were serving 
God by killing them. Is It not true that at least one brother 
and many ef Bis disciples and followers actually did most death 
because cf their loyalty to His method? 

If in 1914 the Christian people of the various nations 
had refused te compromise, if they had Shown the same spirit of 
loyalty, sacrifice and utter disregard of oonaequenees which 
has been displayed by the soldiers in this oonfllet. If they had 
staked everything upon the redeeming power of sacrificial and 
j unconquerable love - yes, if they had fallowed the way of the 
cross. It would have meant the martyrdom of many; but, we be- 
it would have long ago brought this war to an end end 
^ would have proved to be the aoet powerful factor in the healing 
ef the nations. 

It Is ell very well to say thpt the dootrine ef 
resistance by the sole means of love is' only possible in the 
mlllenlum or in some Utopian dream. But what wo would like is 
know is this: Did Jesus intend that His teaching should be 
applied only when the Kingdom had fully come to pass, or did He 
intend it to be the means of bringing In the Kingdom? we can¬ 
not believe that He intended it as a guide for conduct only in 
the distant future. If He gave it as a present standard, then, 
if we are true to Him, we must take His principle of redeeming 
love aa our only guide even in this hour of world oriels, regard¬ 
less of what any other man does. Eight and wrong are not 
determined by majorities, and the conduct of our neighbor is not 
our criterion of truth and righteousness. "When Be called upon 
men to follow Him, to share His baptism end drink His cup. He 
ms not seeking them with impossible Ideals. Be was asking 
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them to bo at Bo «i t to live for the same ends, to under¬ 
take the saw task# Jesus invited men to Hit ethical end 
spiritual level# She blunting of this oall hy the declaration 
that Jesus oaa never be followed by mortal men Is responsible 
for the low state of Christian discipleship." 1 

We believe that the ijdMOwsI method of Jesus da 
applicable to any situation with which we may bo confronted. Its 
practicability ha*timing mas demonstrated by Its re¬ 

deeming effect upon those very people who cried out, "Cruel# 

Him! Crucify Elml” Liston to their later agonising and 
penitent cry, "What shall we do?" From that day many of that 
began to travel the way of Jesue. All down through the years the 
preaching and living of the Coe pel of the forgiving and redeeming 
love of the oroes hes convinced men of sin - their sin - end has 
led them to a sense of freedom from sin* 

In tiie eyes of the world the wey of the cross has 
always seemed impracticable# Let us try to realise "the utterly 
inconceivable absurdity of this bunch of Galilean fishermen - 
end fools and rascals end maniacs - setting out to capture the 
world. One of them wrote an Apooalyse. He wae in a penal 
settlement on Patmos, Whom he wrote it. The sect wae la a fair 
way of being stamped out in blood, as a matter of feet) but 
this dreamer saw a triumphant Church ef tea thousand times ten 
- and thousands of thousands - there were hardly as 
many people in the world at that time; the great Borne had fallen 
and the 'Lamb' ruled. Tmwg^w the amusement of a Homan pagan of 
100 A# D* who read the absurd book. Yet the dream has some true; 
that Church has triumphed* Where la the old religion? Christ 
has conquered, and all the gods have gone, utterly gens - they 
are memories now, and nothing more#”* 

She success of Christian missions is founded on the 
way of the oroes. Those brave men and women have faced unknown 

1 V. S. Orchard, "The Heoesalty of Christ", p. 86. 

T. R. Glover, "The Jesus of History*', p. 190,800. 



















dangers from hostile savages, with no weapon sots the story - 
exemplified in their ova lives - of the redeeming power of the 
•roes* Kany of them have been killed, but the gift of their 

lives has been the most effestive means of transforming the 
hearts of their slayers. The feet that so mazy hundred Christians, 
native and foreign, followed the way of the arose during the great 
Boxer uprising is the moat powerful apologetic for Christianity 
in China. 


Za the face of the actual histories! faot that the 


£ 


great "progress ef the human rase has ease by way of the erase, 
shall we still maintain that it is not practicable te solve the 
problems of our day? Bather, it ie truer to say that the way 
of the arose ie the only really redemptive way of life, with 
3. A, Burroughs, we believe: "The nature of the universe being 
what it is, the thorough-going idealist ie also the most 
thoroughly practical man. we have scorned idealism, sad vs 
have failed to be practical." 1 In the light of the destruction, 
agony, bereavement and sorrow of these months, can it be denied 
that the method of warfare ie the very essence of impracticability? 


"We look 


Bat at the surface of things} we hear 

Of towns in flames, fields ravaged, young and old 

Driven out In troops to want and nakedness} 

Then grasp cur swords and rush upon a cure 
That flatters us, because it asks not thought: 

The deeper malady is better hid} 

The world is poisoned at the heart." 

Jesus is the world's great Idealist, and Els principle 
of redeeming love la the great ideal ef all ages. The way ef 
the sworfl !■ utterly impracticable} the way of the cross ie 



In "The Yelley of Decision" 
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HI* «HE CHDROK A HD THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

1* Mistakes of the Church, 

Ab related to the question of war, throughout the 
oenturlee the position of the Church has boon an unenviable 
one* and the actual historical facte constitute a pathetic and 
tragic record* We cannot believe that the great historian 
Loeky is altogether wrong in the following observation: "In 
looking back with our prosent experience, wo aro driven to the 
melancholy conclusion that, instead of diminishing the number 
of wars, soelosiastleal influence has actually, and very 
seriously i no reseed it. Wo mqt look in vain for any period 
since Constantine In which the olergy as a body exerted then- 
selves to repress the nilltaxy spirit, or to prevent or abridge 
a particular war with an energy at all comparable to that 
which they displayed in stimulating the fanatleian of the 
crusades, in producing the atrocious massacres of the AIM- 
genses, in embittering the religious contests that followed 
the Reformation. 1,1 

Again and again the churches in the various nations 
have adopted the method of war to advance their own ends and 
have thrown themselves with fervor 8& A fury late long aw* 
bitter struggles. In our generation the Church dose not feel 
justified in using the method of war to promote spiritual ends 
tnd does not assume a position of leadership in bringing about 
wp, as once was the case, nevertheless, the Church is so 
conservative and slow to change that it still sanetlens war 
under the direction of the state and permits its members to 
participate in such a conflict. Indeed wa nay go further and 
say that the Church not only sanctions war but enthusiastically 
supports it. 

One hae only to tun to one of the great church 
creeds to see how true this is. In the thirty-nine Articles of 
1 "History of European Morals", vol, 8, p, 869* 
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tfes Church of Ragland, It is laid down that it is the duty 
of the Christian, at the eenmd of the magi strata, to engage 
in ear* While other brandies of the Churoh nay not have 
this idea incorporated in their creeds, it cannot be denied 
that with few exceptions they agree with the general principle 
enunciated. 

Haring no positive eonviotlone that the method of war 
la always anti-Christian and should never be adopted by follow¬ 
ers of Jeans, the Church in every nation has found it easy to 
persuade Itself that the cause of ite country is a righteous 

one and should bs supported to the very limit. As a rule 

* « 

church leaders are not experts in international law and are 
content to abide by the deelelon of diplomatists and cabinets 
of war. Then too the great mass of ohuroh members never have 
access to the full facte. If the leaden of a nation feel 
that they ought to go to war, the bureau of oencore gives out 
those facts that tend to inoreaee the war feeling and holds 
back information that might produce a lack of confidence in 
the justice of the nation's cause. With feeling running high 
and the censors giving out one-sided and misleading reports 
it Is not difficult to convince people that freedom and 
democracy or even the progress of the kingdom of God depends 
upon the vigorous prosecution of the war to a sueeeaeful 
termination. As long as the Church makes its decision as 
to the righteousness of the cause of a nation on the Impulse 

ftv 1 . A 

of the moment, at a time of national oriole when Inflamed by 

d" 

passion and prejudice, just so long will it continue to 
Justify war. 

If the governments of Germany, England, France, 
Russia and the other lands had known that the Christian people 
in the respective countries would refuse absolutely to par¬ 
ticipate in war, we do not believe the nations would now be 
engaged in deadly ooafest. Because the Churoh had net gens on 
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re oorfi ae being utterly opposed to the method of all war, 
the various branches have now some to think and aot in socord- 
anoe with the ideas of the war cabinete in the different 
countries. 

"On the eve of the greatest European war", says the 
Bev. IV A* Simpson, "organised Christianity lifted hardly s 
little finger to avert it. On the outbreak of It, it was at 
onoe ready to assure every country concerned in i t that its 
participation in It was right. War in general nay be wrong, 
perhaps; but this particular war, so long as it lasts, is 
always right and always equally so for both sides* That has 
been the general eontributlon of the vast majority of Christian 
teachers and preachers in all wars between Christian peoples; 
an admirably impartial alacrity to blase the banners ef both 
sides* Bearers of the word would do well to remember what 
preachers of it sometimes forget, that at that very moment, 
with no whit less fervour and sincerity, other Christian 
preachers of equal eminence, accounted by their eongregatlons 
equally well-informed, are engaged in proving to the champions 
of the opposite side the peculiarly Chrietllke character of 
their cause, with the assurance of Cod's especial favor towards 
them*" 1 

Even if it could he positively proved that one 
nation was altogether in the wrong and the other entirely la 
the right; If the alma and ambitions of one nation were 
barbarous and tyrannical, while the motives and ideals ef the 
Other were unselfish and saorlfleial, oven under these conditions 
Christian people would not be justified in adopting a method 
that is absolutely anti-Christian. In Bpito of much current 

opinion to the contrary, the end does not Justify the moans* 

. 

The method of war is anti-Christian in its vexy nature, and the 
Churoh of Joauo Christ should refuse to sanction or participate 
in any war, however righteous any bo the eamee and however 
high may bo, the Ideals of the nation* 

in "War and Christianity", p. gy # 
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sh* churches have forsaken the way of their Master 
and ha to followed the way of the world. Shay have confessed 
that the way of the oroes is not always practicable and that 
sonetime* it is necessary for the Church to fellow a course that 
is directly anti-Christian* 

In spite of this fact. It is our eonvlotion that the 
vast majority of Christiaan who arc participating in this war 
arc dominated by very high ideals and motives, They hare ceased 
to lire for selfish rads, they hare taken up arms to overthrow a 

V 

barbarous militarise, they are fighting for freedom and democracy, 
they are suffering end sacrificing for the weak and oppressed, 
they are dying for the Kingdom of Cod. The motives, desires and 
aspirations of these Christian soldiers are worthy of the high¬ 
est eoamendation. Indeed, in many oasee their spirit is far 
more praiseworthy than that manifested by some who ara prone to 
criticize their pertloipatlon in war. W* stand in humility ana 
reverence in the presence of the devotion and saorifloo being 
shown by the great host of Christian men in the various armies 
today. 

For their motives we have only words of praise. With 
their method we emphatically disagree. That it is possible to 
combine a noble and prais eworthy sp irit with an anti-Christian 
method is clearly shown by hist orleal facts. Attitudes and 
deeds that are now outlawed and repudiated even by the ungodly, 
were one* fathered by the Christian leaders and championed by 
the Church. This is not confined to say particular country or 
even to a special period of time. It hae been true throughout 
the centuries. 

As an attempt to emphasise the truth of this point, 
let us turn for a moment to certain specific acts, long since 
outlawed by civilized, nations, Which were onoe justified and 
defended by the Church. For many centuries the Church 
sanctioned the duel as a righteous method of settling private 
quarrels. "The duel was in feet an appeal from hu man Justice 
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to the God of battles, partly a aeration of the current ereel 


that slight ia right, that the brave not only will win, but deserve 
to win* It waa on theae grounda that Cundobald justified the 
famous adiot passed at Lyons, whioh establishes the wager of 
battle aa a reoogniaed form of trial* It ia God* he argued, who 
directs the issues of national wars, end in private quarrels we 
may trust Sis providence to favor the juster cause*" 1 

For how many decades end oven centuries did the Churoh 
defend the iniquitous practice of human slavery? In the year 
1788 in the oity of Liverpool, one K« Barrio, published a book, 
of 78 pages, entitled: "Scriptural Besearchee on the Lieitness 
of the Slave-Trade, Shewing its Conformity with the Principles 
of Natural and Bevealed Religion, Delineated in the Sacred 
Writings Of the Word of God." He begins this nobis work as 
follows: "I hasten to inf orm the read{^who has oast an eye 

on the Title Page, that in attempting to establish the lieitness 
of the Slave-Trade, nothing is farther removed from ay thought 
than to set up as an advocate for Injustioe and opprsesion: 1 
am as much at enmity with both as the meat sanguine advocate for 
Afrloan liberty may be« Whatever is essentially Incompatible 
with the sacred and Inalienable rights of justice and humanity, 
can claim no plaeo in the catalogue of virtues, even of the 
lowest rank} It must be forever branded with every mark of infamy 
end guilt. Far then from attempting the least encroachment on 
the rights of virtue, my sole trlst in the present Tract Is to 
examine with the utmost impartiality the intrinsic natures that 
Is whether the trade itself, prescinding from every other in¬ 
cidental circumstance, whioh oay have rendered the practice of 
it hateful, or even criminal, be in ite own nature licit or illicit,'* 
B Batisiisgy.ih B i asym After a full and complete 
discussion of the various passages in the Bible, he concludes* 

•weea "The several passages quoted in the series of the fere** 
going Researches have positively declared that the Slave- 
Trade Is intrinsically good and Holt, and this by a necessary 

1 Encyclopedia Britannioa, 11th edit., vol. 8, p« 641. 
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ooneoquence, must be essentially bo In Its own nature, however 
contrary such declare tion nay be to the received opinion o f 
Bone nen tor any length of time." Shis good nan Harris did 
not stand alone in hie day; In fact, he we one ef a great 
majority. 

By Those sanction were thousands of "witches' 1 burned 
at the stake? Cotton Mather, £. 3 ). from Glasgow, a yellow 
of the Royal Society, a brilliant clergyman and one of the 
most influential men in the American Colonies during the 
latter part of the 17th centurea is one of the men Wo standi 
out in this terrible persecution of innocent women and children. 
Hear what his biographer has to say: "Cotton Mather had on 

the whole a noble eharaoter. He believe strongly in the power 
of prayer; hia spiritual nature was high strung and delicate. 

He was remarkable for hie godliness, hia enthusiasm for 
knowledge and his prodigious memory. He published mere than 
four hundred works." 1 Keep in mind, he we a deeply spiritual 
man, 6aa& hia persecution was done in We name of Christianity. 

She Protest ant Church is inclined to east reproach 
upon the Roman Catholio Church for the unspeakable terrors of 
the Inquisition, by means of which heretics were tortured Into 
orthodoxy. But let those of us Bho are wont to threw stones, 
befrf sure that our own dwellings are not mode ef glass. Have 
we forgotten that in Protestant England, as late as in 1670, 
physical feres, even to the extent of killing, was used in 
/.fragging men's religious convictions?* In 1607 - leas then 
two hundred and fifty years ago - an eighteen year old bey 
named Hlkenhead was aooused of heresy and hanged in Edinburgh** 
This mi tLooo in the name of Christianity, and defended by 
the Church as the lesser of two evils. 

From the viewpoint of practically all ChriBtlen 

leaders today, the method of the Inquisition is the direct 

* Encyclopedia Brltaxmiea, 11th edit. vol. 17, p. 884. 

& n -i " " 14, p* 696. 
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anttthesie of the way of the cross. A pe yet no true 
student of history can deny that in nosy oaaee the motives 
of the persecutors wore entirely praiseworthy# Their one 
desire wcta to carve the Kingdom of God# 

•The fiery Jar one argued that piety and seal for 
Ood could not he cruelty; rigor, in f&ot, la the most genuine 
mercy since temporary punishment may avert eternal perdition*# 
8t> Bernard assumes the duty of the secular power to avenge 
the wrong done to God by heresy, and,blind to the danger of 
man's assuming himself to bs minister of the wrath of God, ha 
quotas St. Paul, 'For ha beareth not the award in vain; for ha 
la the minister of God, and revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil 1 . St. Thomas Aquinas laye down the rules 
with merciless precision. Heretics, he tella us, are not to 
bo tolerated. The tenderness of the Church allows them to 
have two warnings, after which, if pertinacious, they are to 
be abandoned to the secular power, to be removed from the 
world by death." 1 

"There la not doubt that the people were as eager 
as their pastors to send the heretie to the stake. Men of 
the kindliest tempers, the parofoundsst intelligence, the 
noblest aspirations, the purest seal for righteousness, pro¬ 
fessing a religion founded on love and charity, were ruthless 
when heresy was eonoemed, and wore ready to trample it out 
at any cost of suffering, Pomlnlc and Francis , Boaaventura 
and Thomas Aquinas . Innocent III , and St. Louie , were types 
in their several ways of Which humanity In any age might well 
feel proud, and yet they are as unsparing of the heretic as 
Eszelln do Bomano was of his enemies, frith saoh men it was 
not hope_ of gain or lust of blooa or pride of opinion o r 
wanton exerolsc of power, but sense of duty , and they but 
represented what was universal public opinion from the 
thirteenth to the seventeenth century. "* 

1 Henry Charles Lea, "History of the Inquisition", 
j vol. 1, p, 214, £19, £29# 

z ibid. p. £54. 
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*Ab heresies increased and grew sere threatening and 
milder meaaa seemed only to aggravate the evil, the minds of 
earnest end enlightened men, brooding over it, and contem¬ 
plating the awful possibilities of the future, when the Church 
of God might ho overthrown by the oonventiolee of Satan, 
grew inflamed, and fanaticism inevitably followed* When this 
point was reached, when people and paster alike felt that the 
Church Militant must strike without pity if It would prevail 
against the legions of hell, no firm believer In the deetrino 
of exclusive salvation oeuld doubt that the truest mercy lay 
in sweeping away the emissaries of Satan with fire and sword. 

God had wonderfully rained the Church to fight fils battls* It 
was responsible set only in the present, but alee for the souls 
of the faithful yet unborn through eountless generations, and 
if weakly untrue to its trust, it could not plead inability to 
extenuation* In view of the awful possibilities of neglected 
duty, what were the sufferings of a fetr thousand hardened wretodhes 
who, deaf to the solioitations of repentance, were hurried, but 
a few years before their time, to their master the Devil? The 
Church knew from Boly Writ that Jehovah was a God delighting in 
the extermination of hie enemies* They read how Saul, the 
Chosen King of Israel, had been divinely punished for sparing 
Amalek, and how the prophet Samuel had hewn him to pieces; 
how the lAtelesale slaughter of unbelieving Cen&anites had been 
ruthlessly commanded and enforced; how Elijah had been commended 
for slaying four hundred and fifty priests of Baal; and they 
oeuld not conceive how mer cy to those who rejected the true faith 
oould be aught but disobedience to God." 1 

"How, moreover, cruelty to the heretlo oould be son- 
joined with boundless love and goodwill to men, is well ex¬ 
emplified in the career of the Dominican, Fra Giovanni Sohio 
da Tioenaa . Profoundly moved by the condition of northern 
Italy, filled with dissensions which raged, not only between 
city and city, burner and noble, but whioh divided families, 
ibid, p* 887,838* 
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he devoted himself to the mission of an Apostle of Peace* 

In 1830 his eloquence at Bologna induced the opposing parties 
to lap aside their anus, and led enemies to ssear mutual for¬ 
giveness in a delirium of -joyful reconciliation* So great sag 
the enthusiasm which he excited that the magistrates submitted 
to him the statutes of the oity and allowed him to revise than 
at discretion* On the plain of Paquara, near Verona, he called 
a great assembly of Lombard peoples, and that innumerable 
multitude, swayed by his fervour aa by a voice from heaven, 
proclaimed a general pseifioatlen* Vet this man. se worthy a 
disciple of the Great Teacher of Divine love, when installed 
in Verona, proceeded to burn In the public square sixty men and 
women of the principal families of the town, whom he had con¬ 
demned as heretioa#"* 

Pan it be denied that there la a striking similarity 
in the spirit shown by these men and, that which dominates many 

Christian leaders today? Qa every hand we hear that righteous¬ 
ness and justice demand severe measures* St* Paul is quoted to 
show that the state is the instrument of God for the punish¬ 
ment of evil-doers, and we are confidently assured that our own 
nation, aided by our glorious Allies, has been especially 
chosen of God fear the unpleasant task of destroying the power 
of the evil enemy. Our motives in this war are not "gain or 
lust of blood or pride of opinion or wanton exercise of power, 
but sense of duty' 1 . The freedom of the world is at stake and 
the very progress of the Kingdom in eosdng generations depends 
upon our orushing out the false and evil philosophies of lift 
that eontrol the enemy* She God of David is a god of battles, 
and surely He has raised up our nation for such a time as this. 
With boundless love in our hearts we can take advantage of the 
gentle breese and waft the poison gas ever the trench of the 
enemy, and with Infinite compassion we can. In return for air 
raids on London and Paris, drop bombs on helpless women and 
children in Constantinople and Freiburg* As compared with 
4 ibid, p. 240. 
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the issuea at stake* the lire* of a few millions of the enemy 
are of no consequence whatever* Righteousness* justice and 
love &U demand that this war continue until militarism Mf§ 
autocracy are destroyed* - 

We are speaking in all serioaenees when we say that 
we believe the motives of the vast majority of Christians who 
are participating in the present war are above reproach * and 
suit only so, they deserve the hearty commendation of all men* 

We have no word of condemnation for their motives* Nor can 
we believe that we are justified in oAWsurlng the motives of 
euoh Christian leaders as St* Thomas Aqnlnas* Dominie* Francis, 
Vicenza or Cotton Mather. Theta motives are to bo praised* 
hut their method is almost universally condemned by present day 
Christians* We rejoice in the high motives of those Christine 
who are participating in this war, but we are convinced that 
their method Is utterly wrong. Neither the sword nor the stake 
follow the way of the cross* 

let us hasten to say that our purpose in bringing up 
these unpleasant memories is not to east reproach upon the 
Church* Oar only object is freely to reeo^iiae that in ether 
days it has in all good conscience countenanced and even support 
ed unspeakable wrongs* Do not understand us to say that merely 
because the Church has used wrong methods in the past access* 
arily implies that her present methods are wrong, such is not 
our contention* Wo simply raise the question, la there not 
enough of a parallel between the arguments advanced in justif¬ 
ication ef the present war and those need by equally devout 
Chrletlaa leaders in defence ef the practices we have 

mentioned, to canso us to stop for a moment and ponder these 
questions? 

With us* and with more people than we realize* it 
carries little weight to say that the Church is against war* 
when in no nation nor at any time within a thousand years has 
the Church as a body stood squarely against war* She Church Is 











against nr in general, but la full sympathy with this ear in 
particular* That the Ghurah in each country is saying is that 
the la against war on the part of the enemy, hut highly in 
favor of the war of her own nation* With the Churoh not +-»TH». e 
a deoiled stand against war, what oould we expeot other then this 
world oatsstrophe? Xf the Churoh of Jesus Christ is not 
against war, surely we ssnnot expect those on the outside to 
prevent war* 


A* 




& 


If the Church is against war, why in the ww& of all 
that is holy, does she dot say se in uasistakablo tans, and 

JLt£ 

;>then stand by her declaration at all oasts? As long as the 

^ - s 

^Church continues to justify each particular war, just so long 


i 


will ware continue to exist* dogs it require gi ft of 
prophecy to eay that future generations will look upon the 
present justification of war by the Church in much the sane way 


that we look upon the defence of slavery^or the sanction of 

torture to change religious oonvlctiona by the Churoh? 

Ws do not wish to leave the impression that we are 
opposed te the Churoh* Far from It* It is only because we 
believe that the Christian Churoh has the only solution of 
the world's problems that we are so concerned. We have dwelt 
at such length upon what we believe to bo the weaknesses awi 
inconsistencies of the Churoh because it is only as we clearly 
recognise our past mistakes end present faults that we can 
hope to make the greatest progress in the future* It is be* 
cause the Church is our only hops that we grieve so at the 
weakness of her message in this hour of world oriels and need. 
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ft* A Positive Message., 

Any effective message by the Church against war muet 
be founded upon true penitence* We must frankly recognise 
that the pact attitude of the Church towrd torture, witohoraft, 
slavery, duelling end ear has been contrary to the way of the 
oroes* Let us admit that the Church has for centuries relied 
upon the method of ear to insure protection end Justice, and 
that other methods have not boen seriously considered* It haa 
boon taken for granted that battleships and big guns were the 
only weapons capable of bringing about Justice and righteous¬ 
ness between notions. In adopting and following this attitude 
and method the Church has sinned grievously. 

Only by confessing her sins in this regard, and by deep 
and lasting penitence, can the Church disarm the Just criticism 
that is being heaped upon her for participating in this terrible 
mar - this colossal blunder against the Kingdom of Cod. and 
absolutely denial of the way of the cross* Only by sonfeasing 
that her share in this and other ware has been contrary to the 
spirit of Jesus, eon ehe preach with the greatest power the 
Sermon on the Mount and the principle of Calvary. When the 
Churoh is truly penitent then will She receive power to over¬ 
come war* 

Based upon the conviction that her past Justification 
of war has been einful, we believe that the meesage of the 
Church against war should embrace, at least, these pointst 

(a) Refuse to sanotion any Method that Violates thft 
lay of the Cross. This is of primary importance . Because 
the Churoh bae not acted upon the conviction that all mr ia 
contrary to the spirit of Jesus, she has under the pressure of 
the moment furnished a reason for ©ad Justified the waging of 
practically every war for a thousand years - that is, the Churoh 
in each nation has Justified the part of that particular nation. 
v Mw will always be se until the Churoh takes a stand squarely 
against ell war. Only by taking this aetlon can the churoh 
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keep her balance in the tine of national exoitaaent and crisis. 


91ie Church nust not count the eoet and thorn make 
her decision on a basis of probable results. It oust adopt 
Jesus' standard of success and failure and follow His way of 
life, wherver it lead^ and whatever it nay cost. The Church 
oust not be dismayed by the challenge ef the world, "Show us 
a sign! Show us one ©oanmnity or stato that has ever success¬ 
fully governed itself by the sole means of love and the oaerl- 
fioial principle of. Calvary!” The task of the Church is not 
to show signs, but to permeate soeiety with the spirit of the 
cross, to fellow tho way of the Master even though the path 
leads to seeming defeat, and to have faith to believe that no 
life Till eh follows in His steps can end in failure. 

This stand will involve considerable danger, both to 

the Church and to tho nation. But It nust be followed if the 

its 

Church lo to make toss wsirlim contribution toward tho abolition 


Of war and the progress of the Kingdom of Qod. Whatever praot- 
lt it 

leal methods she may advocate or sanation, if sfcs is true to 

the Master, it cannot be a party to any method that involves 

a violation of His spirit. If all war Is contrary to the way 

Of the oross, then it should never be sanctioned by the Chur oh. 

, (b) Adopt and follow an Active. Heroicjana Sacrificial 

| Principle of Redeeming Love. The refusal to sanction any war 

does not mean that the Church is to remain passive in the presence 

of wrong. It anst actively and continuously resist all forms ef 

' ^^S^lujuetice and abuse of power. Political and industrial oppress- 

w ion alike must be overcome, and the same method oust be used for 


' 


the overthrew^ of both. We are no more Justified in using the 
method ef war to obtain political liberty than to achieve In¬ 
dustrial freedom. Indeed, the latter is the more galling bond¬ 
age. 

In the face of the gigantic evils that confront us 
today, no policy of ostoIcbs indifference or passive unconcern 
will prove effective. IT or will it suffice to adhere to the 






















conventional, or to the doctrine of the statue guo. Vo need 
not expect tho wrongs of tho world to rlgfct themselves while wo 
•It idly by. Soso method that la startling, explosive, rev¬ 
olutionary is demanded at a time like this* 

ah this is to ho found la tho way of tho or os a. As 
exemplified la the life of Jeans Christ, it is the most dyaanlo, 
riotous, tumultuous way of all life* It Is the method that was 
ehosen by the world’s Redeemer, and it is the most powerful aad 
irrepressible manner of living known to history. More than 
onee it has turned the world upside down, aad it oan do It in our 
day if only the Churoh will faithfully follow the way of its Lord, 
lie wsy leads to truth, to life aad to the Father, 

We have seen that His purpose was the redemption of 
the wrong-doer, aad His sole means of resistance to evil Is the 
vigorous, aggressive, enthusiastic preaching aad living the lav 
of loro. His method of overcoming every wrong is by returning 

goodness for evil. Xt the Churoh is true to the principle of 
its 

the Easter, hear attitude toward political and Industrial 
opproaelon not bo that of open, fear leas, active resistance. 

On this point there should be no controversy. As to the method 
to be used, shell it attempt to eure one evil by the use of 
another? Shall it give an inooulatlon of poison to prevent the 
dreaded disease even though the inoculation itself kills seven 
millions and mutilates fifteen millions more? Shall It seek 
to east out Satan by the use of Satan’s weapons? 

She world’s only hope la for the churoh to fellow 
Josuo' method of aggressive goodwill in the face of tyranny and 
oppression. Shis will Involve danger, and for some it may mean 
death, as in the ease of the Master Himself. She day has eome 
when it is imperative that the Churoh should sound a new note of 
herole and sacrificial devotion to the prinoiple of tho cross. 

The Churoh should bo made to feel deeply penitent 
when it realise that there is no single good that results from 
war that could not he better achieved in another way. We speak 
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Qf courage and bravery: Aces war create these virtues or eimply 
briug to the surface o&paoitiee that have long remained dormant? 
*• ®po»k of devotion and sacrifice: are they the offspring of ear 
or are they simply released by the call of country? Ike Church 
should be shamed at the very thought of its failure to sound a 
challenge sufficiently clear and convincing to bring forth these 
dualities in a far nobler cause, Ve have the challenge: our 
failure is in not sound/tt. "Asay then", said Channing, "With 
e argument that wax is needed as a nursery of patriotism, She 
school of the peaceful Redeemer is infinitely mere adapted to 
teaoh the nobler as well as the milder virtues which adorn 
humanity," 

To be willing to surrender life for others is an en- 
nobllng attitude, but to be willing to take the life of another 

oan never be so. Indeed to take the livee of those whom we 

*• 

acknowledge to be sons of God must always involve an element 
of eaerllege. Actual warfare does not only appeal to the greater 
^ it lets loose alee his basest passions, "It 

ie exciting to destroy life at the risk of one's ©wnt but it 
is not less exhiliratlng, and may involve much greater danger, 
to rescue life at the risk of one's own. It is brave to be a 
sol ler; but it may be much braver to be a savior. It takes 
eoarage to conquer savages with the sword, but it takes more 
oourae to conquer savages without the sword. It is heroic to 
lead a charge in battle: but it is more herold to let a 
isquito settle on one's hand to die of yellow fever that a 
v/0 nay delivered from a soourge more terrible war, 

i 

So soldier daring ms ever greater than many a modem exploit 
of medical research or missionary seal." 1 

When we oome to the question of self B&oriflee, dees 
not the greatest of all challenges oome from the Master? Can 
the challenge of any nation equal Hie ringing call: "If any 
■o^ would oome after me, let him deny himself end take up hie 
cross and follow me"? "Behold I send you forth as sheep among 
* Professor Peabody. 
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wolvea." "The hotur someth that whosoever killoth you shall 
think that he offersth service to Qod." "And ye shall be my 
witnesses." Truly the eall of the Christ la a summon to 
advsnturs and to sacrifice. 

There hae never been a day when the world waa more 
ready axU eager to respond to a oall to adventure and aaorlfioe* 
Thie la the hour of the Church* e aupreae opportunity. In all 
hlatory there ha a been such a tide of unselfishness and aaorlfloe 
as this generation la witnessing. Tana upon tens of thoueande 
of men and women have learned to forget self ax* to lire or die 
for others. Out of the oountleae numbera of instances that 
might be given, as concrete examples of shat as mean, wo quote 
from the story of a young soldier of France: 

"Young as he was - barely nineteen - he looked upon the 
France of 1914 not aa she ms - but as she might one day be. With 
i __ the elear vision of the soldler-ngstie and the soldier-lover, he 
beheld the ideal France, the France of tomorrow, rising renewed 
and purified from the ashes of the war. For that France he not 
I only laid down his life, with all ite gifts and preisieee, but 

poured out hie soul, praying only that Whatever of spiritual 
fores might have dwelt in h i m , should by his death flow out end 
inspire all who had shared hie own efforts and ideals." One 
oannot fail to be touched by the words of a letter written to 
his mother Juet before his death: "I know with an unalterable 
confidence that the foundation of qy faith is unshakeable, it 
rests upon the Rook. I shall fight with a good oonselenee and 
without fi»ar, certainly without hats. We must search our hearts 
**• whether we earn fightj whether they are sufficiently 
emptied of hatred for as to fight without animosity, whether 
they ore throbbing with such love that we oan fight for others, 
and not merely to save our own skins, I feel myself filled 
with an illimitable hops. You son have no idea of the peace in 
whleh I live. On the march 1 sing inwardly. I listen to the 
mu sic that le slumbering within mo. The Master's call la always 








ringing louder in my earn. Z am not afraid of death* Z hare 
■ado the aaorlflee of ay life. Z know that to die le to begin 
to lire." 1 


Countless numbers of young non who went out to the 
front with this sane spirit will be easing book home within a 
few months or years* They will be ready to respond to a oaU 
that demands everything. In the way of the oroes the Church 
has that challenge* Will she sound it sod lire it? Upon the 
answer to this question depends the progress _of the Kingdom of 
God* Shore is no longer any question ae to the dosmaat oapaeity 
for heroism and sacrifice in every life. A flood of it has been 
released during these terrible months* May the Churoh sound 
a call that is sufficiently challenging to draw there herelo 
souls into the service of the Kingdom, and thus conserve and 
deepen this sorely needed spirit of unselfish devotion to high 
ideals* 


The call to fellow the way of the cross is the supreme 
challenge of all ages* If taught and lived without compromise 
it will continue ts he the most active, dynamic and powerful 
may known to mankind* The propagation of the spirit of the 
cross is the supreme task of the Church. 

(c) Have Faith* Zt still remains true that without 
faith it is impossible to please Ood* Hot until has supreme 
faith in Cod, in mankind, and in the way of the cross, oaa the 
Churoh hope to bring about the abolition of war* The whole 
progress of the Kingdom of Cod depends upon faith. 

We will do well in this hour to notice again Jesus' 
truet in God* Hover was a truer saying mads by one's enemies: 
"He trusted on God*. Surely all will agree with Dr* Jefferson, 
as he says: "If you were to OBfc me what is deepest and moat 

fundamental in the Character of Jesus, I should say it was His 

trust in God. It was the heaven above Hie head, the earth 
beneath His feet, the atmosphere He dally breathed, the euirit 
In which He was saturated, the music that ran through all Hie 


conversation, the inspiration of all His life. ?o trust in the 
4 "A Young Soldii/J 0 * Wanoe." 
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goodness and mercy of the good father w&e Hie own Intensest 

delight; to induce others to trust in Him was also Hie o one tent 

? ■ 

ambition and endeavor. He was persecuted as no othor man be- 
fore Hie day or einees He was maligned, abused, execrated, lien 
sailed Him oraey, others said He was a devil. Ho mas aoouaod of ' 
blasphemy, of troason - but Hie heart remained sweet. lien 
tufletted Him and abused Him, hiaeing at Him their ingratitude 
and hatred* And then finally He failed, Injustice was stronger 
than Justice, unrighteouehess was mightier than righteousness, 
hats was stronger than love. He had tried to induoe the world 
to aeoopt a beautiful truth, but the world spurned Him, In the 
hour of His groat defeat He etlll looked on God, saying 'Hot my 
will, but Shine be done.' Defeat itself oould not make him 
draw back." 1 

Wo need Joans' trust in God, ana we need also His 
faith in mam. She Master know tho sins and weaknesses of men 
in a unique way. Still He had an unahakeable oonfldenoe in them. 
Jesus never failed to see the rough exterior, but Ho differs 
from most of us, in that He goes deeper and sees a heart burled 
beneath the crust of sin* Ho seoa a soul created in the father's 
image; He haa visions of the hidden feelings, latent energies, 
unrevealed possibilities and boundless oapaoltles that may be 
released by the touch of love, Whore others eee only passion 
and depravity. He sees aspiration and godlikeness. With deep 
Insight Michael Angelo aayss "There is an angel in that marbles 
it Is my business to get it out." Would that the Chur oh of 
Jesus Christ had the vlson to see angels In men and would put 
forth every effort to bring than into expression. There has 
never been a day when this spirit of oonfldenoe in mankind was 
more needed than in our generation. Tho world is filled with 
hatred and suspicion, and tho times demand that the Church shall 
lead out into a new ora of trust and cooperation. 

It is equally Imperative that the Chur eh shall have 
faith in the arose as the supreme way of life, Following in tho 

Cbas. J*****eon, "The character of jesus*, p. 136 - 143 . 
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ateps of tho Master, she should it&kd &U upon the prlnoiplt of 
unselfish service and vioarioue eaoriflaa, and should hare con¬ 
fidence in the final triumph of the highest ideal, the reign of 
lore. 


While it oust be admitted that throughout the oenturiee 
the term "idealist” has been more often used to express scorn 
than praise and has been more often considered a sign of weakness 
than strength, surely all will agree with Professor Peabody, as 
he says: "ifhon one surreys the hietory of moral progress, what 
does it teach but the justification of idealism? What is it 
that has oreated a bottsr world but the anteoendent faith of the 
idealists? Each reform In Industrial conditioner in the pro¬ 
tection of the unprotected, in the abolition of slavery, whether 
it be chattel or commercial Blarery - in the treatment of the 
criminal and the prisoner, has boon first dreamed and then 
accomplished. First oonies the idealist with his impraotioable 
hope, and then follow the legislatures and the nations with 
their praotieal measures." 1 Bren the great military genius 
Napoleon said; "Do you know what I meet admire in the world? 

It la the powerlessnasa of material force. Sooner or later, 
the sword is oonquered by the idea."* 

The world oorely needs Christian idealists todays men 
who will follow the way of the eross with the same recklessness 
with which the soldier service his country; men who hare leemed 
to count all things loss for Christ's Saks, and who will follow 
His way of life without qualification or eompromisos men who 


are equally ready to lire or to die for the Kingdom of Bedeemlng 
Lore, what is demanded is that Christians in eo-ealled civilized 
lands A all hare the same faith, the sane passion for souls, the 
some sacrificial spirit that dominates the pioneer missionaries 


in the lonely places of the earth. 

At a time whim It is being repeatedly said that the 
only adequate means of resisting armed men is by the use of 
similar weapons, and when it is contended that the principle of 


* ChriBtlan Character", p. 229,280. 

quoted by B. A. Burroughs, in The miey of Decision 











redeeming love la utterly helpless in the faoe of aroused feel* 
luge sad Inflamed pa 6 b ion 09 how refreshing and inspiring It la 
to hear of marvelous victories over lawless and dangerous men, won 
by the sole means of love. ' 

On January 18, 1916, the body of the daughter of a 
drunken Scotch shoemaker was plaeed in a simple coffin'at Itu, 

In far away Nigeria, on the west ooast of Africa. "There the 
mourners gather^. Government officials, merchants,, end 
missionaries, were all there* Policemen were posted in the 
streets; all flags flew at half-mast, and the town was hushed 
end still. Great crowds watched the procession, which move 
along in e thence. The oof fin was draped with the Union Jack, 
and serried shoulder high by the boat boys, -who wore bla e fe e lagl e tt 
awl nwmvBlan, l o ln u UiolBB, 1ml n o cap s. The Governor General 
of Nigeria telegraphed his deepest regret at the news of hor 
death ." 1 

For thirty-nine yeers, Mary Slessor of Calabar had 
lived and labored among these savage people, considered to be 
the most degraded of any in Afrioa. "Bloody, savage, era ty, 
eruel, treacherous, sensual, devillsj^thievish, ©annibalt, 
fet leh-worshlppers, murderers, were a few of the epithets applied 
to them by men accustomed to observe closely and to weigh their 
words." "What a lend was this she had ohoeen to make her 
dwelling-place - a land if formless, mysterious, terrible, ruled 
by witchcraft and the terrorism of sooret bodies; where the 
skull was worshipped and biood-s&oriflees were offered to jujus; 
where guilt was decided by ordeal of poison and boiling oil; 
where scores of people were murdered when a ehief died, and his 
wives deeked thesis elves in finery and were strangled to keep him 
oompany in the spirit-land; whore men and women wore bound and 
left to perish by the water-side to plaoate the god of shrimps; 
where the alligators were satiated with feeding on human flesh! 
where twins were done to death, and the mother b&nlehed to the 
bush; where semi-nakedness was ooapulsory, and the girls were 

sent to farms to bo fattened for marriage. A land, also, of 

"Very files a or of Qolabar” by N. y. Livingstone. 

























- 99 - 


disease and fevor and white graves." 

"And there still a slave market was held, and along the 
upper border of the Creek human sacrifice and cannibalism were 
practiced. Only recently a chief had died, and sixty slave 
people were killed and eaten. One day twenty-five were set in 
a row with their hands tied behind them, and a man came and with 
a knife chopped off their heads." 

For months at a time Mary Slessor lived alone among 
these warring peoples. Again and again she was faced with death. 
From the many such instances recorded by her biographer, we 
choose two or three concrete examples: "The crowd became 

angry and excited; they surged around her. Threats were shouted, 
guns and swords were waved, and the position grew critical, but 
she stood her ground, quiet and cool and patient. The noise 
and confusion calmed down, and ultimately it was decided to 
spare the man's life. She had won her first victory." 

"Mad with drink the chief was clinging to a bag which 
the women were endeavoring to seize. He was hitting out at them 
with his heavy hand, and most of them were bleeding. Quietly, 
firmly, persistently, she demanded the bag. He threw it at her. 
Opening it she found palm-nuts and cartridges. For a moment she 
looked foolish, but diving deeper she pulled out no fewer than 
forty of the deadly beans. *X'll take the liberty of keeping 
these', she said cooly, but with a swiftly beating heart. 'Ko, 
no', he shouted, and his followers joined him in protest. Out¬ 
wardly calm, she walked between the lines of armed men, 
ironically bidding them take the bag from her. But their hands 
were held, and she passed safely through, reached her hut, handed 
the beans to Mr. Ovens, and returned to the scene to pacify the 
c rowd." 

"A hundred yards from the village of the enemy she came 
upon the band in the bush making preparations for attack; the 
war-fever was at its height, and the air resounded with wild 
yells. Walking quietly forward she addressed them as one would 
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speak to schoolboys, telling them to hold their peace and behave 
like men and not like fools. Passing on to the village she 
encountered a solid wall of armed men. Giving them greeting, 
she got no reply. The silence was ominous. Twitting them on 
their perfect manners she went up to them, and was about to force 
a passage. Then a strange thing happened. From out of the 
Sullen line of dark-skinned warriors there stepped an old man, 
who came and knelt at her feet. "We thank you for coming. We 
admit the wounding of the chief. We beg of you to use your in¬ 
fluence with the injured party in the interests of peace.’ The 
next few hours witnessed scenes of wild excitement, rising some¬ 
times to frenzy. Bands of men kept advancing from both sides 
and joining in the palaver, and every arrival increased the in¬ 
dignation and the resolution to abide by the old, manlier way of 
war. She was well-nigh worn out, but her wonderful patience and 
tact, coupled with.her knowledge of all the outs and ins of their 
character, again won her the victory. It was agreed that a fine 
should settle the quarrel. Even then the men declared that they 
were ashamed to return ’like women', without having fought. They 
begged her to allow them to have a ’small scrap’ in order to 
prove they were not cowards. Not till they were safely past 
the danger zone did she leave them.* 

"Never in all her dealings with the tribes was she 
molested in any way. Once only, in a compound brawl, in which 
she intervened, was she struck, but the native who wielded the 
stick had touched her accidently. The cry immediately went up 
that ’Ma’ was hurt, and both sides fell on the wretched man, and 
would have killed him had she not gone to the rescue." 

After some years of labor among these people, this 
modest little woman in her annual report used these wordsj 
"Raiding, plundering, the stealing of slaves have almost entirely 
ceased. For fully a year we have heard of nothing like violence 
from even the most backward of our people. It seemed sometimes 
to be almost miraculous that hordes of armed, drunken, passion— 
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swayed men should give heed and chivalrous homage to a woman, 
and one who had neither wealth nor outward display of any kind 
to produce the slightest sentiment in her favor. But such was 
the case, and we do not recollect one instance of insubordination. 

No tribe was -formerly so feared because of their utter disregard 
of human life, but- human life is now safe.” "Her fame had 

gone far, and people came from places a hundred miles distant to 
see the wonderful person who was ruling the land and doing away 
with all the evil fashions, and what did they see? A powerful 
Sultana sitting in a palace with an army at her command? No, 
only a weak woman in a lowly louse, surrounded by a number of 
helpless children. But they, too, came under her mysterious 
spell." 

In achieving all of these marvelous results, Mary 
Slessor used the most revolutionary and dynamic method known 
to menj faith was her armor and love her only weapon. "If I have 
done anything in my life", she said on one occasion, "it has been 
easy because the Master has gone before." "it was by surrender, 
dedication, and unwearied devotion that she grew into her power 
of attainment, and all can adventure on the same path. It was 
love for Christ that made her what she was, and there is no limit 
set in that direction. Many influences move men and women to 
beautiful and gallant deeds, but -what Mary Slessor was, and what 
she did, affords one more proof that the greatest of these is Love." 

Just in proportion as the Church is dominated by this 
same spirit of absolute faith in God and in the principle of 
Calvary, and this same willingness to surrender all and to stake 
everything upon His way of life, will she receive power to over¬ 
come oppression and to bring about Justice, Righteousness and 
Redemption among the sons of men. 

If a Livingstone can conquer the savages of the 
interior, a Penn can master the Redskins of the forest, and a 
Slessor can win the affection and obedience of the cannibals of 
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th@ jungle, by the sole means of confidence and love, have we 
not reason, to believe that the more refined and cultured enemy 
could be humbled by this same method? If Jesus by the one 
principle of redeeming love has claimed the allegiance of 
millions of human beings of all raoes and conditions for 
nineteen centuries, shall we not insist that His method is the 
supreme way of life? 

Loyalty to the Master Jesus demands that the Church 
shall refuse utterly to sanction the sword and shall place 
supreme reliance in the cross. 






